
 1 

KOS News 

                                  The Newsletter of the Kent Ornithological Society 

 
Number 508 May 2017 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Nightingale by Martyn Wilson 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ǒ News & Announcements ǒ 
ǒ A summer season with Honey Buzzards ǒ  
Bird Sightings  March ï April 2017 ǒ Origin of 
the Stour Valley Lakesǒ A birders paradise ǒ 
Fifty Years Agoǒ 

 



 2 

KOS Contacts ï Committee Members 
 

Newsletter Editor: Norman McCanch, 23 New Street, Ash, Canterbury, Kent 
CT3 2BH Tel: 01304-813208 e-mail: nvmccanch@hotmail.com 
 
Membership Sec: Chris Roome, Rowland House, Station Rd.,    
  Staplehurst  TN12 0PY  Tel: 01580 891686   
                                                    e-mail:chrisgk.roome@btinternet.com 
 
Chairman: Martin Coath, 14A Mount Harry Rd Sevenoaks TN13  
  3JH  Tel: 01732-460710 e-mail: coathmartin@gmail.com 
 
Vice Chair.: Brendan Ryan, 18 The Crescent, Canterbury CT2 7AQ  
  Tel: 01227 471121 e-mail: brendan.ryan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Hon. Sec: Stephen Wood, 4 Jubilee Cottages, Throwley Forstal,    
  Faversham ME13 0PJ. Tel: 01795 890485.  
  e-mail: doctorstevewood@yahoo.co.uk  
 
Hon. Treasurer: Mike Henty, 12 Chichester Close, Witley,  
  Godalming, Surrey GU8 5PA Tel: 01428-683778  
  e-mail: michaelvhenty@gmail.com 
 
Conservation & Surveys: Murray Orchard, 1, Gatesbury Way, Puckeridge, 
Ware, Herts SG11 1TQ Tel: Home  01920 822955 Mobile 07776 238645 
 
Editorial & Records: Barry Wright, 6 Hatton Close, Northfleet, DA11    
  8SD   Tel: 01474 320918 e-mail: umbrellabirds66@gmail.com 
 
Archivist: Robin Mace, 4 Dexter Close, Kennington, Ashford, TN25  
  4QG Tel: 01233-631509 e-mail: robin@mace-online.co.uk  
 
Website liaison:  vacant    

 

Indoor Meetings organiser:  TBA 
 
Outdoor Meetings organiser:  Ray OôReily 44 New Road, Cliffe, Rochester, 

Kent ME3 7SL   07879 636198    griff@batten.uk.net  
 

Ordinary Members:  
Ken Lodge 14 Gallwey Avenue, Birchington, Kent CT7 9PA Tel : 01843 
843105 e-mail: lodge9pa@btinternet.com 
 
Keith Privett 6 Tritton Close, Kennington, Ashford, Kent TN24 9HN  
Tel: 01233 335533 e-mail: keith.privett@ntlworld.com 

mailto:nvmccanch@hotmail.com
mailto:coathmartin@gmail.com
mailto:brendan.ryan@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:doctorstevewood@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:michaelvhenty@gmail.com
mailto:umbrellabirds66@gmail.com
mailto:robin@mace-online.co.uk
mailto:griff@batten.uk.net
mailto:lodge9pa@btinternet.com
mailto:keith.privett@ntlworld.com


 3 

Jack Chantler 34 Gladstone Road, Walmer, Kent CT14 7ET Tel: 01304 
366214 e-mail:  j.chantler14@btinternet.com 
 
Andy Appleton 34 Pennine Walk Tunbridge Wells Kent TN2 3NW 01892 
513542 e-mail:  andrewappleton@btopenworld.com 
 
Tony Morris,  The Hidden House, 28 Kingstown Road, St Margaretôs at Cliffe, 
Kent CT7 6AZ  01304 851943 e-mail:  tonyandpam.morris@tiscali.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It has been a very strange spring so far. Long spells of cold northerly winds 
and very little rain has had a depressing effect on bird behaviour and has 
clearly inhibited both breeding and arrivals of migrants.  Even so, here in mid-
May most of the expected summer visitors have arrived (albeit in small 
numbers) and the list of recently fledged youngsters grows around my garden, 
with Dunnock. Blackbirds, Robins, Collared doves and Mistle Thrush all in 
evidence. 
One of the special birds of late-May here in Kent is the Honey buzzard and 
this issue contains an extraordinary account of a study on this enigmatic 
species from just across the Channel in Belgium. It makes interesting reading 
and contains much which could help us find out more about this bird in Kent. 
However, it is a Schedule 1 species and should not be disturbed when 
breeding without the appropriate licence. It also pays to treat it as a sensitive 
species away from birds obviously on passage, but make sure you let Steve 
Wood and the Rare Birds Panel have the relevant information. 
 
There is also a short account of a óbirders paradiseô, I guess I am not alone in 
having daydreams about finding a little place in a special spot to while away all 
those days of leisure. Danny Chesterman did just that some years ago and 
reveals his little birders paradise and plans for its future.  
 
This issue includes details of our forthcoming KOS Conference in November, 
a good opportunity to meet members and also to make your thoughts and 
ideas about the society known to a wider audience. The relevant committees 
are always on the lookout for willing recruits so if you have some time 
available please consider offering your assistance, it would be most welcome! 
 
Good birding, 
 
Norman                       

 

 

Editorial 
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Vice-Presidents 
At the recent AGM John Hollyer and John Cantelo were both elected as Vice 
Presidents in recognition of long and distinguished service to Kent 
Ornithology. Our congratulations to them both. 
 
Older KOS Newsletters 
Chris Powell is keen to acquire copies of the KOS Newsletter, particularly 
those from earlier years.  He writes ñIf anyone has older Newsletters they 
would like to find a good home for, l would like to put together a complete set if 
possible. I expect there are people who have some stored away in their lofts 
and I would not like to think they would be thrown away. I am happy to pay a 
reasonable fee or make a donation to the KOS.  
Currently I have a complete set from number 461 onwards with some gaps 
back to 391. It has been suggested that scanning a complete set and making 
them available to anyone might be an option and I would be happy to facilitate 
this if I can get a set"  

If you can help please contact Chris on: - drchrispowell@live.co.uk 
 
Editorial and Records sub-committee 
The KOS Editorial & Records Committee would like to hear from any 
individuals within the membership that would like to join the county rarity 
panel. Contact Barry Wright or Alan Fossey, (details above) 
 
KOS Conference November 2017 
Details of the forthcoming KOS Conference are included in this newsletter, 
along with a booking form. It looks set to be an interesting day and I look 
forward to meeting some of you in person! 
 
 
We like to keep in touch with all our members, so if you change address, email 
address or phone numbers please remember to inform our membership 
secretary, Chris Roome. He can be contacted on:  
Chris Roome, Rowland House, Station Rd., Staplehurst TN12 0PY  

     Tel: 01580 891686   e-mail: chrisgk.roome@btinternet.com 

 
 
 

 
News and announcements 
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A summer season with Honey Buzzards 
 

 
Honey Buzzard, France by Mike Roser 

 
What are the Honey Buzzards [Pernis apivorus] up to after they leave the 
Straits of Gibraltar behind and arrive in their breeding territory here in 
Belgium? The presence of Honey Buzzards in my study area provides good 
opportunities to find this out, but it is not so easy to watch a Honey Buzzard. 
The birds arrive in the area in May, presumably in the latter half, but mostly go 
unnoticed. Recently while in a wood plot checking out Goshawk [Accipiter 
gentilis] prey remains, I suddenly heard the unmistakable mysterious call of a 
Honey Buzzard. One bird was circling slowly for seven minutes above the 
canopy, continuously calling (peeeooo). I have heard this typical high 
disyllabic call every summer season, but usually later in July and August.  
My very first encounter with a Honey Buzzard was on 10 July 2004 by picking 
up a moulted feather from the ground (primary 1 of the right wing). It was a 
great surprise, this elusive bird was actually present! Local birdwatchers used 
to see them during the August migration, but few birds were reported earlier in 
the season. In the weeks following the feather find, I started observation 
sessions from a heather field, good for thermal conditions. Weather conditions 

 
Articles 
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are important to increase the chance to see the birds as they prefer sun and 
cumulus clouds combined with a moderate wind. They suddenly appear in the 
sky ófrom nowhereô soaring, diving, gliding, a few ówings highô and vanish 
again. Their sky dancing performances leaves no one unmoved and also their 
mysterious calls during a seemingly endless glide are enchanting. What was 
the meaning of their aerial display? Defence of a territory? Time passing by 
failed breeders? New birds with a ósummerô nest (without egg laying)? Birds 
scouting for mates or a potential food area? Anything was possible.  
 
Fortunately they returned and I started to study aspects of their breeding 
biology. 
 

Honey Buzzard, Kent, locality and photographer withheld 

 
Interpretation of Honey Buzzard behaviour is hazardous. Wing-clapping, 
soaring and synchronised flights (the birds mirror each otherôs flight pattern) 
can be carried out by breeders as well as non-breeders. A couple with 
youngsters in the nest needs to spend time on the search for food and has 
less time for protracted wing-clapping. If an intruder appears in the vicinity of 
the nest site, low-altitude wing-clapping may occur, but otherwise they keep a 
low profile. This year in July I watched a truly spectacular flight; a Honey 
Buzzard high in the air, speeding upwards and then on the highest point 
starting his butterfly display: I counted 17 times ówings highô, which was an 
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extraordinary sight. Not to my surprise I later found a few wasp nests óunderô 
the display area; this bird was probably defending a food territory. 
The breeding season is short.  By the end of August the juveniles must be 
ready to find wasp nests and be in good condition to undertake the 5000 km 
journey to their African winter quarters. The males arrive in Belgium first; 
females may make a stopover to feed. Her condition on arrival must be good 
in order to produce eggs. She lays two dark brown eggs (three is very 
exceptional). In my study area the earliest and latest egg dates were 24th May 
and 15th June (n=12). The incubation lasts 34 days. Both parents incubate the 
eggs with changeovers during the day. Contrary to many raptor species, the 
males do not feed a female, the birds provide for their own food.  
The early starters have the best nest success as their siblings get more time 
to become strong enough for the migration. Proof of the failure risk in a late 
nest was found early in September 2011. The single bird raised in the nest 
was found dead on the ground under the nest tree. 
 
During the first month of their stay the Honey Buzzards practically remain in 
the forest as they can find prey in the vicinity of the nesting site. In the second 
half of July the pattern changes. Nestlings appear, gradually gaining weight 
and losing down, while wing and tail feathers develop. The parents stay away 
longer now; they spend hours perching in trees following the flight of worker 
wasps to the nest. When the Honey Buzzard finds the wasp nest, it starts 
digging until the combs are in sight. In order to keep the horde of circling 
wasps away from his head, the bird now and then stops to snap with the beak 
or shake his feathers and then goes on with the work. The adults may 
consume larvae for their own nourishment before taking off with a comb in the 
claws for a direct flight to the nest.  

 
 
 
August is still a good month to find a nest, but it may be too late for measuring 
and ringing the chicks. Recently I found a nest in a birch on 12 August.  Two 
young birds had fledged and were perching on surrounding branches. It was 
good to know that their parents had started on time with the breeding process 
so that these youngsters have enough time to prepare for their first migration. 
Honey Buzzards come across many dangers in the summer quarters, like 
predation, bad weather and food shortage. Goshawks pose a serious threat to 
the young ones during the whole period. But also adults can fall into the claws 
of a Goshawk. In the study area we have six to seven Goshawk breeding pairs 
plus an unknown number of ófloatersô. The density of Goshawks is significant 
and adding to the threat is the arrival of a new generation in May, with 
proportional extra need for food. The Goshawk juveniles fledge in June and 
stay in the nesting area for another eight to ten weeks. Bad news for Honey 
Buzzards who have to live amongst their main predators during the full 
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summer season. The nearest distance between a Goshawk and Honey 
Buzzard nest in my study area is 250 metres. If there is a food shortage early 
in the season, both Honey Buzzard parents are forced to go out for food and 
leave the defenceless chicks unattended. The chicks keep a low profile and do 
not utter a sound; this is their only weapon against predation. Once nearly 
fledged they can occasionally be heard ógreetingô a prey carrying parent with 
great enthusiasm.  
Long term prey monitoring in the study area has demonstrated that pigeons 
and corvids form the bulk of Goshawk diet, but in the end, they will take 
advantage of every opportunity for a meal. Although only one example of 
Goshawk predation was found, we must reckon on more victims. In particular, 
nestling predation remains unnoticed, Goshawks are a constant risk. Also, a 
summer storm can be hazardous; on 28 July 2013 I found a fluffy chick swept 
from the nest, its down was soaked and it had no chance to survive a nightly 
thunderstorm.  
Breeding success is strongly influenced by the availability of food. In years 
with low wasp production the Honey Buzzards still find plenty of amphibians, 
however their siblings grow faster and stronger on a diet of protein rich wasp 
larvae. In years with significant shortage of social wasps fewer juveniles 
survive. 
 Abandonment of nests occurs in very severe years, but this is exceptional. It 
is not a coincidence that all nesting sites in the study area are situated near 
streams or swamps. Amphibians are abundant in May, when the adults arrive 
from their long journey and the wasp combs are still in short supply. Parents 
also carry amphibians to the nest. The frogs are difficult to handle; I watched a 
young bird gorging and struggling a long time to get it down its throat. 
Nestlings of pigeons and thrushes are also taken. Wood pigeon nests are 
situated in the immediate surroundings and I once found a freshly killed 
pigeon chick under a Honey-buzzard nest in August, at a time when our 
pigeons are on their 2

nd
 or 3

rd
 brood. 

 
The Honey Buzzard nests in my study area were found in Larch [Larix 
decidua], Silver Birch [Betula pendula] and Pedunculate Oak [Quercus robur]. 
Two of the nests were used three times, two twice and two just once. They are 
difficult to find, particularly if they are small and built in a deciduous tree. 
Honey Buzzards build their own and also adopt an old nest from other raptors. 
The majority of the nests found in the area were located at a height of 16-17m; 
an exception was a nest at 8,30 m.  
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Occupied nest, Belgium by Marieke Berkvens 

 
Honey Buzzards typically adorn their nest with fresh branches. During the 
nesting period both parents bring new green material to the rim of the nest. In 
case the nest was not found in the summer, it is worth to go out in autumn and 
look for it. In the summer of 2012 I saw Honey Buzzards ódivingô into a dense 
deciduous forest. Were these birds foraging in this plot or did they fly to a 
nest? This forest was wet and difficult to traverse due to lush vegetation with 
high brambles and stinging nettles. A search in November brought a nest to 
light; the overhanging branches were still there, shrivelled and coloured by 
autumn. Herman Nuytemans, our excellent tree climber with a great interest in 
raptors came down to the location and climbed the tree to look for breeding 
evidence. A nice surprise: some leftovers of wasp combs and a little moulted 
feather proved that the birds that were seen ódisappearingô in this plot had 
actually bred. The same nest was occupied once again in the following year, 
but failed in brooding stage; we found two predated eggs in the nest. But it is 
not all doom and gloom every year, in total fifteen chicks fledged from nests 
between 2007-2016.  
 
The young Honey Buzzards stay in the nest around 42 days before they 
fledge. If you have the opportunity to observe from a hide, you may conclude 
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that ówasp huntingô is probably a time-consuming activity. I noted intervening 
time in food deliveries of 1-3 hours. Parents carry the wasp combs in their 
claws. Arriving on the nest, they use their beak to position it on the nest. In the 
first week, the female spent most time watching over the new born chicks and 
when the male arrived, she took over the comb, picked the larvae out and 
offered them to her chicks, who patiently wait their turn. Although they can 
feed themselves quite soon, I noted that the parents assist with feeding during 
the first month, but later the adults would suddenly appear, dump the food and 
leave the chicks to feed themselves. 
 
From mid-July onwards the adults spend more time in open countryside. 
Satellite tracking studies show that females forage farther from the nest than 
males. Among the remarkable findings from the satellite study is the 
temporary discontinuation of brood care before fledging. Some of the females 
travelled approx. 100 km and took up residence to forage in presumably good 
food territory. Food scarcity can be the reason for females to depart on 
migration all together, leaving the remaining male to support the young alone. 
Tracking also revealed the sites with wasp nests. This was useful information 
and an incentive for me to check out where our birds found wasp nests. 
Measuring food availability is an important element in bird study. 
 
The first time I came across a wasp nest was by pure coincidence. In a 
territory (with young chicks in the nest), I noticed a large dark bird digging 
under bramble vegetation in the bank beside a path. When the bird flushed I 
could see a hole in the ground with hundreds of furious wasps. Fascinating! 
Next day I returned to check if there were any changes at the site, indeed a 
Honey Buzzard apparently had returned as I found an emptied comb left in 
front of the wasp nest. This provoked questions like: why was the comb not 
carried to the nest? Does a parent consume at the wasp site? Was it another 
bird using the opportunity? Since that first wasp nest, my time spent on this 
part of the study has gradually increased and proportionally ówasp knowledgeô 
and the skill to find a potential site too. The nests are still difficult to trace 
though, the entrance hole can be as small as 4 cm diameter and well hidden 
in purple moor-grass and heather fields. 
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Occupied wasp nest, Belgium by Marieke Berkvens 

 
The second wasp nest I discovered was also pointed out by a Honey Buzzard. 
I watched a male fly above a maize field and settle on a low pole overlooking 
the edge of a field. This was quite an extraordinary observation. Later I found 
a wasp nest nearby, which explained his presence. 
 
 My wasp nest database contains 70 records now with interesting information. 
Details contain the description of each nest and its surrounding vegetation. 
With a GPS device the precise coordinates are measured and with the 
telephone a picture is taken. Sites were found in heather field and forest, but 
the majority were found along ditches and roadsides in farmland. Furthermore 
the ówasp trafficô is measured by means of counting in and out flying wasps 
per 5 min. This gives an indication of the size of the nest. The nests are 
followed up until the ótrafficô comes to an end. 
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Wasp nest robbed by Honey Buzzard, Belgium by Marieke Berkvens 

 
Some of the wasps are still active at the end of October. Species were of the 
Common wasp [Vespa vulgaris], with one exception which was the German 
wasp [Vespa.germanica]. The diameter of the nest opening varies between 4-
9 cm diameter. The nest openings show a large hole after a Honey Buzzard 
has dug it out; average size in diameter 10-30 cm. In some cases the nest 
was not excavated at the entry point of the wasps, but showed a second hole, 
made by the Honey Buzzard. Apparently they listen to the wasps in order to 
find the shortest way to the colony and then start digging. 
 
I found in 2/3

rd
 of the exploited nests restoration work in progress. The wasps 

were very busy shortly after the destruction and quite agitated so it's best to 
keep a distance. In their normal daily activities (females foraging and feeding 
the larvae) they do not pay attention to the observer at all. A significant 
number of nests were left intact, this is an intriguing aspect. Surveying Honey 
Buzzards and their main prey is time consuming, but very interesting. 
Honey Buzzards spend approximately 100 days in their summer quarters. 
Before they depart the adults tend to óstuffô their young with food, they look 
rather pathetic with their doughy craw. The youngsters set off for their first 
journey around two weeks after their parents have left. Before mid-September 
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they will be on their way. Many of them traverse the Alcornales mountain 
ranges in Andalucia where you can watch and admire them in their last spiral 
up on the European continent before they touch Africa. 
 

Marieke Berkvens ï ABS member 
 
Please remember that Honey Buzzard is a Schedule 1 species in the UK 
and details of birds in the breeding season should be treated as 
confidential. 
 
 
 
 

 The origin of the Stour Valley Lakes, a clarification  
 
The chapter on the Stour Valley in the new Kent Breeding Bird Atlas 
perpetuates an error first published in the 1981 Birds of Kent. Although 
subsidence is the cause of many lakes and marshes associated with coal 
mines in the rest of our country, this is not the case in the Stour Valley. The 
Chislet workings were 3000 ft. underground (I have been there!) which is 
much too deep to cause subsidence. 
  
The Stodmarsh and Collards lakes were caused by water being pumped out of 
the flooded workings. As Harrison rightly says on page 8 ñthe standing water is 
derived from Chislet Colliery which pumps out some five hundred gallons a 
minuteò This water was incidentally rather salty and hence unsuitable for most 
amphibians. 
 
 
The Cormorant (now called Hersden) Lake is quite different. It was caused by 
German bombs being jettisoned during bombing raids on Canterbury which 
broke the banks of the Stour resulting in marsh hay fields being flooded. The 
German bombers were harried by Spitfires and got rid of any bombs they were 
carrying to lose weight. That is why that lake is tidal and at very low tides the 
old marsh track can be seen. When I first went there in 1958 the dead trees 
lining that road were still standing and still had remnants of Cormorantôs nests 
from the late 1940s! 

 
 
 
 
 

W.G. (Bill) Harvey 
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A birderôs paradise 
 

 
 
When I took redundancy and started my own consultancy in 1999 my wife and 
I decided we would use the cash to buy a weekend cottage somewhere in 
northern France , easily accessible from Kent. Our search for the perfect 
hideaway did not start well as our car broke down just the other side of Calais 
and we had to spend the next 24 hours getting it repaired! We then visited 
some of the properties we had identified as possibles, but after three days of 
hunting nothing had really grabbed us. Feeling somewhat despondent, I 
volunteered to check out one last estate agent (in Le Touquet), without much 
hope of finding something. My eye caught a photo of a charming little cottage, 
rather reminiscent of the sort of Scottish bothies that we had seen on holidays 
north of the border, with the intriguing words (óAcces seulement par bateauô). 
Situated in the Audomarois marshes near St Omer, this was not quite in the 
area we had been looking but sounded interestingé. 
We made an appointment and to cut a long story short started a love affair 
with the ómaison de maraicheurô (marsh workers cottage) which was to 
become our weekend hideaway for the next 17 years. The Audomarois is the 
name given to the marshlands of the River Aa, named after Saint-Omer's 
patron saint. The area was originally a salt-water estuary, and in the 7th 
century monks started to reclaim it from the sea - organised by the 
monasteries that Bishop Omer founded. Later in the 15th century Dutch 
engineers came to work on 'polders'. They drained the marshlands using 
windmills to drive pumps, and left the marshlands criss-crossed by drainage 
ditches called "watergangs". 
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 Peat extraction left large areas to be flooded. Much of the area is now given 
over to market gardening, maintaining a sustainable working marsh. Various 
vegetables are grown, most notably cauliflowers, which are loaded onto 
wooden boats called óbacovesô and taken to market at St Omer. The eastern 
end of the marsh, which contains a superb unspoiled area, is mainly 
preserved for (well managed) shooting interests.  After long negotiations a 
large area has recently won UNESCO status as a site for the study of man 
and the environment.  Sandwiched in the middle is the Reserve de Romelaere 
which lies midway between Clairmarais and Nieurlet. Beautiful oak and beech 
woodlands border the marsh, nearly all of them with public access. 
 The whole area offers brilliant birding opportunties, all within half an hour of 
the coast. Iôve recorded 209 species there so far, many of those from the 
garden of the cottage. The list includes Ospreys before breakfast, Little Bittern 
and Purple Heron flying past during the day, and Long eared Owls in the 
evening. Overhead you can see Marsh Harriers, Hobbies, Honey Buzzards.  
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Bluethroat by John Hollyer 

 
Iôve even got an armchair tick (literally) by watching Bluethroats (which nest in 
the garden) whilst sitting on the sofa with the front door open. Black winged 
Stilts and Avocets nest nearby. Reserve staff carry on a bird ringing 
programme on the reserve, and every autumn catch Aquatic Warblers which 
stop off on migration. In winter Hen Harriers and Water Pipits move in. Every 
evening there is a fly past of Cormorants and Egrets (three species) flying past 
to their night time roost. If you get bored with the marshes, you can find 
Golden Orioles, Melodious Warblers and Hawfinches in the woods, and if 
youôre lucky, Wild Boar and Red Squirrel.   
  
After 17 years we have reluctantly decided to offer the cottage (with its half an 
acre of land) for sale (80,000 Euros). Facing south, it comprises a living room, 
kitchen, bathroom/WC, two bedrooms, together with a dilapidated barn and a 
small boat. Looking straight down one of the watergangs, the cottage is elderly 
but has an unforgettable character and is set in a magical place. If any KOS 
members want a preview, get in touch with me on 07534 136629 or 
dannychesterman1@gmail.com . I am also happy to share a detailed guide to 
the birds of the area. 

 

 
Garganey, by John Hollyer 

 

mailto:dannychesterman1@gmail.com
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BIRD SIGHTINGS FOR MARCH AND APRIL 2017 - Chris Hindle  
 
Where necessary the acceptance of records within this report is subject to 
ratification by the ñBritish Birdsò Rarities Committee (species in capital letters) 
or the KOS Rarities Committee. The results of these deliberations are 
regularly published on the KOS Website. 
 
WEATHER______________________________________________ 
At the start of March, the weather was changeable with westerly and south-
westerly winds and it was generally mild. It continued mild  and changeable 
particularly in the second week. It briefly turned colder between 20

th
 and 22

nd
 

but the remainder of the month was settled. Temperatures in southern 
th
 Gravesend 

 
April began with warm temperatures until 9

th
 but after this temperatures were 

close to average in dry anticyclonic conditions. There was a late cold snap 
between 24

th
 and 27

th
 when northerly winds brought scattered wintry showers 

and some overnight frost. Rainfall for the month was below normal and 
particularly dry in the south east with for instance only 5.5mm of rain at 
Bishopstone. 
 
 
EARLIEST SPRING MIGRANTS IN 2017______________________ 
 
For some species like Whimbrel, Greenshank, Common Sandpiper, Black 
Redstart, Blackcap and Chiffchaff it can be difficult to unpick wintering birds 
from newly arrived migrants. 
 
Arrival dates compared to last year: (-) = earlier, (0) = the same, (+) = later 
 
Garganey ï there was an arrival of 17 birds on Mar 11

th
 with ten at Grove, five 

at Dungeness RSPB, two past DBO and one at Reculver (-4) 
Osprey ï one flew over Broadstairs on Mar 12

th
 (-19) 

Hobby ï one was reported from Snodland on Mar 24
th
 (-15) 

Little Ringed Plover ï one was seen at East Peckham on Mar 11
th
 (-14)  

Whimbrel ï single birds were recorded at Scotney and DBO on Apr 8
th
  

Common Sandpiper ï one was at Nickoll's Quarry on Apr 11
th
 (+7) 

Greenshank ï one flew W at Hythe on Mar 25
th
 (-10) 

Wood Sandpiper ï a single bird was seen at Sandwich Bay on Apr 21
st
 (-11) 

Black Tern ï one flew past DBO on Apr 22
nd

 (+6) 
Little Tern ï a single bird flew past DBO on Apr 9

th
 (-1) 

Sandwich Tern ï there was one at Hythe and two at DBO on Feb 18
th
 (-11) 

Common Tern ï one was reported from Oare Marshes on Apr 1
st
 (+6) 

Arctic Tern ï 40 birds flew past DBO on Apr 19
th
 (+9) 
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Turtle Dove ï one was heard at Reculver on Apr 14
th
 (0) 

Cuckoo ï one was heard at Whetsted GPs on Apr 10
th
 (+6) 

Common Swift ï one flew west at Reculver on Apr 21
st
 (+6)  

Sand Martin ï a single bird was seen at Sandwich Bay on Mar 12
th
 (+1) 

Swallow ï one was reported from Riverside CP on Mar 2
nd

 (-21) 
House Martin ï seven were found at Worth Marshes on Mar 18

th
 (+3) 

Tree Pipit ï the first bird was seen at Sandwich Bay on Apr 4
th
 (-6) 

White Wagtail ï five were recorded from Sandwich Bay on Mar 4
th
 (+1) 

Yellow Wagtail ï on Mar 31
st
 there were three at Scotney and singles at 

Bockhill and Lade (+1) 
Nightingale ï one was heard at Leybourne on Apr 2

nd
 (-2) 

Black Redstart ï one was seen at DBO on Mar 5
th
 (-5) 

Common Redstart ï a male was found at Pegwell Bay on Mar 31
st
 (-4)  

Whinchat ï four were seen in the Dungeness area on Apr 21
st
 (+12) 

Northern Wheatear ï one was seen at DBO on Mar 11
th
 (-11) 

Ring Ouzel ï on Apr 9
th
 one or two were seen at Lade, Cliftonville, Foreness 

and Minnis Bay (+11) 
Grasshopper Warbler ï one was heard at Langdon Cliffs on Apr 12

th
 (0) 

Sedge Warbler ï one was heard singing at Stodmarsh on Mar 24
th
 (-5) 

Reed Warbler ï there was one at Nickoll's Quarry on Apr 3
rd 

 (0) 
Lesser Whitethroat ï one was heard singing at Northward Hill on Apr 7

th
 (-1) 

Common Whitethroat ï single birds at Meopham and Lade on Apr 2
nd

 (-1) 
Garden Warbler ï two were heard at Stodmarsh on Apr 7

th
 (-7) 

Blackcap ï males were singing at Folkestone and Sandwich Bay on Mar 12
th
 

(-7) 
Chiffchaff ï three early birds were found at North Foreland on Mar 6

th
 (-3) 

Willow Warbler ï one singing at DBO on Mar 27
th
 (-3) 

Spotted Flycatcher ï one was seen at DBO on Apr 29
th
 (-3) 

 
Most summer migrants appear to have arrived significantly earlier than last year 

 
WILDFOWL_____________________________________________ 
Up to three Tundra Bean Geese were identified at Scotney GPs on Mar 6

th
 

and 7
th
 whilst two or three Pink-footed Geese were seen at Sandwich Bay 

between Mar 2
nd

 and 27
th
 and there were singles on Romney Marsh on Mar 

7
th
 and at Chartham on Mar 20

th
. 

 
 During March there were still up to 210 Russian White-fronted Geese at 
Swale NNR at the beginning of the month but these had decreased to two by 
18

th
. At other sites up to five birds were recorded from Dungeness RSPB, 

Romney Marsh, Scotney GPs and Lade GPs. There was still one bird at 
Dungeness RSPB on Apr 26

th
. 
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Black Brant by Jonathan Boyce Leigh 

 
An adult Black Brant seen between South Swale LNR and Swalecliffe from 
Mar 2

nd
-18

th
 was probably the same bird that had been recorded at Swalecliffe 

and Whitstable during February. It was joined by another bird between Mar 4
th
 

and 7
th
. 

 
 
Up to three Egyptian Geese were seen at Dungeness, Sevenoaks WR, 
Postern Park, Cliffe Pools, Penshurst Estate and Bough Beech and up to five 
Mandarins were recorded at Bough Beech, Edenbridge, Hawden GPs, 
Sevenoaks WR, Herne Bay, Vauxhall Lakes, Hayesden, Penshurst Estate, 
Seaton GPs, Brokes Mill Farm, Furnace Pond and Whetsted GPs. 
 
 
 There was an arrival of Garganey on Mar 11

th
 with ten at Grove Ferry, five at 

Dungeness RSPB, two past DBO and one at Reculver. After this up to four 
birds were seen at Dungeness RSPB, Grove Ferry/Stodmarsh, Oare Marshes, 
Sandwich Bay, Northward Hill, Bough Beech, Cliffe Pools and Reculver. 
 


