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Editorial
September always strikes me as the beginning of autumn birding proper!
August can be full of surprises, this year especially so with the arrival of the
American Black Tern at Dungeness, but on my local patch there were still a
number of species with late broods, including those increasing rarities, Turtle
Dove and Bullfinches. Early wader passage seemed to get off to a reasonable
start, with good numbers of that gem of a bird, the Wood Sandpiper. On a
recent trip to the Swedish uplands it was remarkable to see how numerous
this bird is in that habitat, probably the commonest wader we encountered.
Green Sandpipers also put in a good showing, with fair numbers of Ruff.
Lately there seems to have been a bit of a slowdown and it is always hard to
fathom whether birds have passed through un-noticed in good conditions, or
whether some catastrophe on the tundra has compromised the breeding
season. Only time will tell.
This issue also sees the final instalment of Martin Coath’s epic analysis of a
long period of time birding in Kent. It has been interesting to consider the
differences then and now, while this final part contains references to a number
of birds I actually saw (and a fair number that I didn’t!). Let us hope that
someone will be able and willing to take up the story in future years so that a
personal chronicle of Kent birding can be archived for posterity.
Books are endlessly fascinating to me; indeed, they fuelled my early curiosity
about birds and nature, providing answers when mere mortals of my
acquaintance could not. I know many of my older birding friends feel the same
way, but I do wonder to what extent some of the newer participants in birding
are inclined to turn to books for information. Evidence from postings on
Facebook suggest that many do not even own a useful field guide, while many
rely on technological solutions which seem to have an inevitable transatlantic
bias. This is a pity, there is a great deal more to birding than identification and
what is the best ISO number to use.
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I have always been keen to learn more about birds and their biology and I find
a fascination in looking at the history of our human obsession in all its forms.
The two books reviewed in this issue may not, at first, seem very relevant to
Kent, but they are both extraordinary books, one about a bizarre bird quite
different from any we see in Kent, while the other details the complexity of
tracking down an almost mythical creature and gives an insight into birding
obsessives through space and time. It might not appeal to all, but there is
much to be learned from the history of ornithology, as Cicero famously said
“To know nothing of what happened before you were born is to remain a child
forever”!
Good Birding
Norman

News and announcements

2018 Annual KOS Conference - Saturday November 3rd 2018
Our conference this year features a wide range of speakers and topics. We
are delighted to welcome, among others, Mark Avery and the Director of the
BTO - Andy Clements to address KOS members in Kent for the first time.
There is a poster with further details at the end of this newsletter
Kent Breeding Bird Atlas
We still have a modest stock of this useful publication which was well received
on its release a couple of years ago. If you do not yet own a copy there will
shortly be an opportunity to purchase some of the remainder of the stock at a
reduced price. Keep an eye on the KOS web site for further details
Editorial and Records sub-committee
The KOS Editorial & Records Committee would like to hear from any
individuals within the membership that would like to join the county rarity
panel. Contact Barry Wright or Alan Fossey, (details above)

We like to keep in touch with all our members, so if you change address, email
address or phone numbers please remember to inform our membership
secretary, Chris Roome. He can be contacted on:
Chris Roome, Rowland House, Station Rd., Staplehurst TN12 0PY
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Tel: 01580 891686 e-mail: chrisroome105@icloud.com

Articles
BIRDING IN KENT (Part 3)
- A PERSONAL REMINSCIENCE
In recent years a number of Kent birders have reduced their time spent on
long distance twitches. This can be put down to the following factors. a) Age
and perhaps increasing commitments. b) Increasing foreign travel and a
preoccupation with the world list. Why travel great distances in Britain to see a
bird which is common abroad! c) An increasing interest in the birds of Kent
and one’s local patch. What if I go to the other end of the country and not only
dip, but miss something good at home! d) The competition within Kent
encouraged by Geoff Burton and his Kent Listers table.
When assessing the best birds seen in Kent over the years pride of place
should perhaps go to birds new to the county. The Pallid Swift at Stodmarsh in
May 1978 was also a first for Britain; fortunately, it was present for 12 days
and could be seen with Common Swifts in ideal cloudy conditions, which was
very thoughtful of it. We now take Penduline Tits for granted somewhat,
especially in the Dungeness area, but the first for the county was at
Stodmarsh as recently as May 1984. The Whitsun holiday of 1984 was a time
some birders will remember because they spent most of it facing a strong cold
northerly wind in Northdown Park. Some hardy souls waited there for 3 or 4
days, presumably going home at night, for a view or even a glimpse of a fine
male Collared Flycatcher.

Collared Flycatcher, Northdown by Norman McCanch
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An Oriental Pratincole was present at North Swale NNR with a Black-winged
Pratincole in June 1998, but was not identified until it re-appeared at Elmley 3
months later. This was only the second for Britain and it persuaded the
BOURC to add this species to Category A of the British List. In the same year
Sandwich Bay produced our first Isabelline Shrike, closely followed by another
at Stodmarsh only a month later. The species is a good example of growing
developments in taxonomy. It was only split from Red-backed Shrike in the
1980s and was previously known as Red-tailed Shrike. Some authorities
advocated a further split and Turkestan and Daurian and perhaps other
Shrikes. In May 1991 Don Taylor was richly rewarded for his daily visits to his
local patch at Wierton Hill Reservoir by the appearance of a White-throated
Needletail which disappointed many of us by staying for only an hour. A
distant Honey Buzzard was a poor consolation prize.

Needle-tailed Swift by JG Keulemans PDI

The Desert Warbler at Seasalter in the same year stayed longer, but instead
of soaring about with Swifts preferred to skulk in low vegetation on the sea
wall. The Blyth’s Pipit at nearby Castle Coote that October was even more
difficult to see; all credit to the finder for tracking it down. One of the most
extraordinary discoveries happened at Stodmarsh in April 1996; Chris Hindle
decided to study the Coots in advance of a trip to Southern Spain, where he
hoped to see Crested Coot. There must have been little else on offer. He
homed in on one bird, but it had certain odd features. He had discovered
Britain’s first American Coot. The local press went to town on this one. I could
not go that evening as we had a seat booked at the cinema. In one scene Alan
Rickman rides up in agitation and says “I have received important news and
must go at once. My wife whispered that he must have heard about the
American Coot. Luckily it stayed. The Isabelline Wheatear of October 1996
was well tracked down at Church Hougham as it flew inland. Unfortunately, I
was on my way to Scilly at the time. Another example of the rewards of local
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patch watching was when Chas. And Margaret Langton spotted something
creeping along a shore at Bough Beech Reservoir in March 1997. They had
found Kent’s first Little Crake, a member of a family which can be notoriously
difficult to see, but at other times can be very confiding. It had chosen a good
place to hold the event as there is adequate parking along the road, not a
feature of all twitches. It is not surprising that a rare raptor should appear on
Sheppey. A pale harrier was seen at Elmley in May 1998 in the distance
through heat haze. Persistent watching added Pallid Harrier to the Kent and
many life lists in an ideal park and view situation. Some observers managed
an unprecedented 4 harrier species in a day at that time. Pied-billed Grebes
had been getting closer to the county, but no one could have foreseen that the
first would turn up on Singleton Lake. Where? Near Ashford – some
observers achieved 6 species of grebe in a day. On one late May day in 1999
some of us rudely left a singing Great Reed Warbler to dash to a Canvasback
at Monk’s wall, a reserve recently established on land owned by that uplifting
pharmaceutical company Pfizer. In fact, it proved not to be the first for Kent as
a bird seen late on a December day in 1996 was eventually accepted as the
first for Britain. Just as significant, but arguably less exciting, was the singing,
but barely showing, Blyth’s Reed Warbler in the trapping area at Dungeness.
The singing Iberian Chiffchaff, no doubt gaining confidence from its recent
split, showed well at the nearby Long Pits in April 2001
but would not be
everyone’s highlight.
Every twitch is different. Sometimes the bird shows well and quickly in an easy
location with plenty of parking on a fine day, but I cannot remember quite that
rosy a scenario. There can then be a carnival atmosphere with families
enjoying picnics. All too often there is a long wait for poor views or no views in
indifferent weather and no picnic. As the day advances without a sighting
optimism wanes, resignation sets in and it becomes a social event full of
reminiscences of past successes. No one seems to be looking until a cry goes
up or a ripple of tension spreads through the crowd. Someone was watching
after all, but was it just a false alarm? There is inevitably a great contrast in the
demeanour of those arriving at and those departing from a successful visit.
The latter stroll away from the scene, relaxed, smiling and chatting; the former
spill out of their cars after a long fast drive, faces pale and drawn and begin
their grim route march to the hallowed spot, only slowing to gasp out the
words “Is it still showing?” The bird, needless to say, carries on oblivious of all
the drama it has created. Some birds may not have been firsts for Kent, but
still much sought-after rarities. 1999 was the best year in Kent for rarities.
Apart from the Pied-billed Grebe, Canvasback and Blyth’s Reed Warbler there
was a frustrating Greater Yellowlegs at Elmley – guess who didn’t see that
one! The famous and much photographed Baillon’s Crake at Grove Ferry was
nearly dismissed as a toad because of a wrongly labelled cassette of
birdsong. That year also gave us the obliging and much visited Slender-billed
Gull at Grove Ferry and later at Monk’s Wall, and a Little Bittern at nearby
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Stodmarsh. Later in the year a Hume’s Warbler led observers a merry dance
in the exotically named Blue Dolphin Caravan Park at Reculver. Is nowhere
safe? One of the most impressive birds ever was the Great Bustard which
stayed for 3 months in the Sarre area early in 1978. It was only the second for
Kent and the first to be twitch able in Britain.

Great Bustard by Archibald Thorburn PDI

Its discovery caused widespread panic. Differently impressive were the
White-tailed Eagles at Elmley from November 1988 and Graveney in October
1998, close to an oblivious Sociable Plover and at a time when the south-east
of the county was overrun by Ring Ousels. The long stay record is held by the
Glossy Ibis, if it was indeed the same bird which arrived at Stodmarsh in 1975
and was last seen in 1993. Mirabile Dictu it was joined by another between
1979 to 1985 and it was a pleasure to see them flying in to roost in summer
over the Lampen Wall. Another great spectacle was provided by the Crane
invasion of October 1982, reminding those with long memories of the great
arrival of October 1963.
July and August are the best months for American waders, as birds which
arrive, mostly as juveniles, in a previous autumn return as adults with other
waders flying south for the winter. It is a matter of speculation why so few are
seen in the intervening spring, but presumably they take a different route. The
best examples of the rarer species were the Semi-palmated Sandpiper at
Elmley in 1984, when I was in Scotland, and the toeless Least Sandpiper at
Dungeness RSPB the following month. The Stilt Sandpiper at Cliffe in July
1990 attracted many birders and a Wilson’s Phalarope at Elmley was a bonus
for those who went to see the Oriental Pratincole. Asiatic waders are just as
popular and those who dashed to Cliffe in August 1979 to see a Marsh
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Sandpiper were not to know that it was to be the forerunner of many. I learned
about the Sandwich Bay Sharp-tailed Sandpiper as I was travelling back
through Northern France from a family holiday in September 1987. The 6
o’clock news announced that birdwatchers from all over the country were
flocking to Kent-------- it was a tense moment. Those who missed had to wait
another 14 years for the Grove Ferry bird. Those who saw the 1 then 3 Broadbilled Sandpipers at Cliffe in May 1988 know that their time was well spent, as
this has become a major rarity in Britain in recent years. A Terek Sandpiper at
the same resort in June of the following year was a great find and preceded
another at Shellness.
Cliffe has been an amazing site for rare and not so rare waders over the
years, especially as it has only recently been managed and the water levels
have often been either too high or too low at the critical times. Elmley is well
established and has hosted a number of fine waders including the welcome
Pacific Golden Plover of August 1995. An increasingly favoured wader hotspot
is the relatively new reserve at Oare Marshes. There are few better days out
than a Grove Ferry/Oare combination, with one eye on the tide tables.
Shrikes are always popular, because they are attractive and often visible; their
highwaymen’s masks befit their predatory feeding habits. The Lesser Grey
Shrike of June 1977 will ever be associated with the Sportsman pub at
Seasalter.

Lesser Grey Shrike, Seasalter by Norman McCanch

Wheatears are in some ways like small benign shrikes, attractive and visible.
The Black-eared Wheatear of May 1988 at Bewl Water perversely spent most
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of its time in Sussex, but obligingly hopped or flew briefly into Kent or was
seen from Kent. It was only available for one evening and spoilt many a family
meal. The Pied Wheatear of October 1994 at Sheerness frustrated many by
disappearing into the docks between 10.00 and 4.00, but the increasing
numbers of Desert Wheatears have been very co-operative. The county has a
near monopoly of Short-toed Treecreepers, with the trapping area at
Dungeness as the main host location. The long staying Alpine Swift at
Hayesden in July 1981 was not even upstaged by the Royal Wedding. Its
finder was driving home from a family holiday along the A21 causeway when
the bird flew low across the road in front of his car. Contrary to rumour at the
time Geoff did take the family back to their nearby home before setting out
again to relocate the bird. Black-headed Buntings are both rare and colourful
and it is not surprising that the Dungeness bird of June 1987 and the Capel
Fleet individual 10 years later were well visited. Kent has been a staging post
for many rare warblers, but most have either been seen by few or glimpsed by
many, although by virtue of their size and tendency to hang around and sing
loudly and sometimes prominently Great Reed Warblers have had their fair
share of admirers. Bee-eaters are not a great rarity, but they arrive out of the
blue and are usually seen, or sometime annoyingly just heard, by a few lucky
observers as they fly over in all their brilliant evocation of a warm
Mediterranean day. The Birchington 6 and those in whose garden they
roosted in May 1997 awoke to find a large gathering waiting to applaud their
appearance. The closed curtains encouraged the thought that these birds
were not universally welcome.

Arctic Redpolls, Blean by Norman McCanch

Not too many rare finches have been memorable, but the winter of 1990/1
was notable for 2 Arctic Redpolls in Blean Woods and Two-barred Crossbills
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at Bedgbury and Staplehurst; the latter was in an obscure larch clump and
must have expected to go undetected. Finally the newly discovered Bockhill
Farm gradually revealed a Red-flanked Bluetail in October 1998 to those who
were not on Scilly, and an Alpine Accentor to those who got there in time in
May 2000
A much longer review would be necessary to cover those star birds which
have appeared all too briefly or have become too common for their own good.
They are however a vital part of the Kent birding legend. I shall not end this
review by predicting what we might anticipate in the future because birds are
very good at making fools of us all when they fail to turn up - and sometimes
when they do turn up!
I often ask myself why this hobby has such a strong hold on us all. I think it
satisfies man’s basic hunter-gatherer instincts, but we now hunt more with
binoculars, cameras and notebooks than guns. We record them as still or
moving images, but much of our knowledge of plumages was of course
accumulated by those who shot birds and preserved them for posterity,
because they did not have identification guides and ever improving optics to
aid them. Birding is a multi-faceted occupation comprising identification,
counting and surveying, ringing, migration and other behavioural studies,
audio-visual recording and the sheer aesthetic enjoyment of such beautiful,
varied and fascinating creatures which jostle desperately for space in the
environment which we share. The new generation of digital cameras has
made photography more accessible for us all. Also there are so many places
and situations to enjoy, and a wide spectrum of people to meet and with whom
to share the endemic humour.

Martin Coath
Recent news from Sandwich Bay
Ian Hodgson left his role as Warden of Sandwich Bay Bird Observatory Trust
in August 2018 after 11 plus years of monitoring and recording service.
Replacing him is Steffan Walton who has been our Assistant Warden for about
18 months. Steffan joins us at an exciting time in our history – we are buying
the Restharrow Scrape area and are fundraising for both the purchase and
development of the site. The project will include the appointment of an
assistant warden to support both the project and Steffan more generally.
Steffan’s introduction:
I should start this introduction off by saying a big ‘hello’ to all the KOS
members. I’ve met many of you around Sandwich Bay in this last year but for
those yet to pop by, what’s stopping you?!
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It is with great optimism that I take on this role as Warden at Sandwich Bay
Bird Observatory Trust. I have been very fortunate that Ian has done such a
stunning job over the last ten years and has left the Observatory in a wellorganised position. I can only hope to emulate his success in this role.
For those of you who I haven’t met, I have birded around the UK from east
coast hotspots such as Norfolk and Yorkshire, to far flung islands in Shetland
to the north and Bardsey to the west, and of course cutting my teeth in my
early teens birding in my home-county of Bedfordshire. In recent years I’ve
found rarities such as Black-browed Albatross, Red-flanked Bluetail, Blyth’s
Reed Warbler etc but my interests also include Butterflies, Moths, Dragonflies,
Bumblebees, Solitary
bees, and Shield Bugs (only an aspiring botanist at this stage but watch this
space). I hope my sightings continue to cement Sandwich Bay as one of the
most biodiverse sites in Kent.
I’m usually pretty busy at Sandwich Bay with various activities, be it ringing,
census work, breeding bird monitoring, digitising data, helping out with our
Restharrow scrape appeal, or taking part in wider conservation issues such as
beach cleaning, disturbance monitoring, and even Palm Oil awareness, but
feel free to stop by for a chat at any time and retell stories of days gone by
with thousand strong Corn Bunting flocks and Turtle Doves as far as the eye
can see. You can usually find me in the autumn on the sea-front longing for
that vis-migging Serin, or failing that, catching up with mundane tasks and
paperwork in the office.
I look forward to meeting many of you at the KOS conference later this year
where I will be talking about the recent East Kent Turnstone Surveys. But
hopefully it won’t take that long, I’ll see you down in Pegwell when the Pallas’s
Gull finally turns up.
Happy Birding
Steffan
SBBO Warden
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Reviews:
Tawny Frogmouth, by Gisela Kaplan
ISBN:978-1-4863-0816-3 (2018) CSIRO Publishing Victoria South Australia

Back in the early days of my interest in birds there were no other kids around
who shared my passion. There was not much television, no internet and
‘Workers Playtime’ was still on the wireless. The nearest I got to media
involvement on air was ‘The Navy Lark’, but that was not about larks at all, but
mostly about the Navy. The only book on birds I owned at the time was really
a booklet with no cover, but some intriguing black and white photos. It was a
production of the Ministry for Agriculture (Bulletin No.140, “Wild Birds and the
Land” published in 1948) and was generally targeted at farmers and growers
to give them some guidance on what birds were ‘useful’ and which were
‘harmful’.
Luckily my Dad was a great man for reading and he soon realised that he
could stop me asking endless obscure questions about birds by taking me
along to the local library and leaving me there while he did other Dad-like
things. It was a revelation and I soon found that there were amazing books
about almost anything I wanted to know, but especially books describing
travels and expeditions to far-off places in search of birds of which I could only
dream. There were great books detailing all the birds of a particular county
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and among my favourites were the monographs, books which gave me an
insight into one particular species. I devoured ‘The Wood Pigeon’, ‘The Life of
the Robin’, ‘The Herring Gulls World’, ‘A Study of Blackbirds’,’ Swifts in a
Tower’ and a whole range of others, building my knowledge base day by day.
Looking back, rather few of those early encounters were with books which told
me how to identify birds, indeed, it seemed as if the writers all expected me to
already know how to tell a Marsh Tit from a Willow Tit (I could, both species
lived in the damp woodland behind our house). That all changed with the
arrival of ‘Peterson, Mountfort and Hollom’ and also ‘Fitter’.
In spite of this, travel books and monographs have remained my favourites. I
have been lucky to travel to a few places worldwide and see some interesting
birds, but never managed to visit Australia, a pity as the ecological isolation of
the Great Southern Land has led to some wonderful creatures living
extraordinary lives. Among these there can be few more remarkable than the
Tawny Frogmouth. In every respect this is a very unusual bird, even by
Australian standards (where weird birds seem to lurk behind every bush). It
bears more than a passing resemblance to a ‘Wally Bird’, the archetypal
Victorian stoneware Tobacco Jar produced by the Martin Brothers, but behind
its challenging appearance is a bird of quite remarkable adaptations and
lifestyle.
I could go on and explain some of the things I have learnt from this book and
give examples of Tawny Frogmouth behaviour, but you would be better served
by buying the book and reading it for yourself. Gisela Kaplan has a lifetime of
experience of these birds, both in the wild and in captivity through rehabilitating the injured and abandoned. This has given her a remarkable
insight into the way they live, but as she is a Professor of Animal Behaviour
and also a Professor of the Queensland Brain Institute the information given
and the framework of her studies is strong on good science, as well as being
warmly affectionate towards the birds in her long-term care.
As a biologist myself there was much that was new to me, both from the
perspective of Australian ecology, but also to anatomy and behaviour. I am
not ashamed to admit that after fifty years of birding I had no idea what the’
Wulst’ is, nor its significance in frogmouths and other birds. This book taught
me, and gave me an insight into wide ranging features of Frogmouth life, from
“Vision, Smell and Taste” to “Emotions, vocal behaviour and communication”.
The section on “Development” was a revelation, especially the implication that
downy frogmouth chicks in an open cup nest are covered in fuzzy white down
because from above (the most likely source of predation) they are almost
exactly like the flowers of the gum tree.
I have never seen a frogmouth, and probably never will, but I have enjoyed
this remarkable book and learned much that is new to me, enhancing my
interest and admiration for this bird and all birds. Professor Kaplan is to be
heartily congratulated for producing an outstanding book on a truly amazing
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bird!! I thoroughly recommend it if you are at all interested in more than just
putting a name to a bird!
Norman McCanch
Night Parrot, by Penny Olsen
ISBN:978-1-4863-0298-7 (2018) CSIRO Publishing Victoria South Australia

This is an intriguing and absorbing book. I had heard of the Night Parrot
(Pezoporus occidentalis) during my voyages through the literature of
ornithology. How it had been discovered in 1845 in a remote part of Australia
and how, in spite of considerable effort in searching only some 30 specimens
were collected before it was last seen in the early 1870’s by the man largely
credited with obtaining most of the specimens. Then, nothing. Assumed
extinct, assumed to have become extinct along with a whole range of
specialised birds and animals as Europeans and their rabbits, cats, dogs,
foxes, donkeys, camels, ponies, sheep and cattle devastated some fragile
ecosystems even before people became aware that they were so very special.
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But that was not entirely the whole story. Periodically reports came in of ‘night
parrots’ seen, often fleetingly in remote areas by dingo hunters, cattle-men
and prospectors. The absence of a specimen meant that the similar Ground
Parrot could seldom be wholly discounted, while it seems that in many more
rural areas of the interior the Bourke’s Parakeet was colloquially known as the
‘Night Parrot’, leading to much confusion and disappointment.
As a consequence, a high priority was given to finding the now almost
mythical bird by each and every ‘scientific’ expedition heading off into the
desert interior, even if zoology was not their primary objective. This strategy
achieved very little in night parrot terms, it seems with hindsight that historical
accounts of the bird’s likely habitat preferences were misguided, possibly
deliberately by commercial collector’s keen to maintain a monopoly on a very
desirable specimen. This situation persisted for decades, with periodic
unconfirmed reports sufficient to whet the appetites of some ornithonobsessives until, quite by chance in 1990 a dead and desiccated bird was
found next to a highway by a trio of ornithologist engaged in a quite different
area of research. This focused attention a good deal, with limited results, but
incredibly another corpse, headless, was found along the same stretch of road
in 2006. This significantly increased the attention of all and sundry until in
2013 one of these obsessives produced the first photographs of a live Night
Parrot. However, things were not to be quite so straightforward; the individual
concerned had already acquired a bit of a reputation as am maverick and was
generally regarded with some suspicion by establishment ornithologists after
he was caught trying to ‘string’ a new species of Fig Parrot with a dodgy
photograph!! The animosity between the discoverer and the authorities lead to
some very difficult interactions, but eventually much of this was resolved to the
extent that proper research and above all conservation could be arranged.
The story goes on, but to get more than a gist it is best to buy the book, it is a
fascinating insight into early Australia and early Australians, the nature and
landscape of a country quite different to Britain.
Penny Olsen has made an excellent job of tying together all the threads,
human, psittacine, topographical and historical into a readable, wellreferenced book with some excellent but tantalising photographs. The
research since re-discovery has indicated the presence of the bird in a number
of key areas across several states, but effectively living in a habitat type
largely overlooked by most earlier travellers, A lesson in keeping a very open
mind when looking for the rare and unusual!!
It was an inspired piece of planning to tackle this complex story on an epic
scale by breaking down the history by state, so that if you plan to visit
Australia you can easily find out the likelihood of seeing a Night Parrot. From
all I read in this absorbing book, the likelihood is pretty small!
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Photo-Essay: American Black Tern (Chlidonias niger surinamensis )
Here is a series of pictures which show the salient features of the ABT which
graced the Dungeness RSPB recently. Of particular note are details such as
the darker. Less contrast upperparts, Grey underwing coverts, prominent grey
flanks merging with a somewhat ‘smudged’ dark breast mark and the reduced
black on the head, the cap appearing somewhat grey, giving an impression
reminiscent of a White-winged Black Tern. The bird also appeared to be
smaller and slighter when in direct comparison with Black Terns. There were
a number of moulting adult Black Terns present during its stay, which did
cause some confusion. Nonetheless this is a tricky taxon to pin down and all
credit must go the Stephen Message for picking it up on a rather uninspiring
day!

ABT by Dave Scott
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ABT by Barry Wright (above and below)
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t
Juvenile Black Tern
Adult Black Tern moulting
Both by Barry Wright

ABT by Dave Scott
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KENT BIRD SIGHTINGS FOR JULY AND AUGUST 2018 - Chris Hindle
Where necessary the acceptance of records within this report is subject to
ratification by the “British Birds” Rarities Committee (species in capital letters)
or the KOS Rarities Committee. The results of their deliberations are regularly
published on the KOS Website.
Species that fall into these categories and therefore need descriptions can be
found in the list at the end of the Kent Bird Report.
WEATHER_____________________________________________________
The first half of July was dominated by high pressure and the first week was
hot, dry and sunny. The second week was similar but not quite so hot. The
hottest spell of the month was between 23rd and 26th followed by a thundery
breakdown with the hottest temperature in the UK measured at Faversham
where it was 35.3°C. The majority of the month was very dry with a total of
19.5mm at Bishopstone where 17.5mm of this total fell from 28th-31st.
The first week of August continued warm and settled but after that conditions
were more unsettled and closer to the expected average. The hottest spell
was between 2nd and 7th and there was slightly above average rainfall in
some parts of the County with for instance 69.75mm during the month at
Bishopstone.
WILDFOWL____________________________________________________
Up to 61 Egyptian Geese were recorded at Bough Beech with smaller
numbers at Sevenoaks WR, Penshurst Estate, Elmley and Dungeness RSPB
whilst up to 16 Mandarins were recorded from Bough Beech, Pittswood,
Sandwich Bay, Penshurst Estate, Furnace Pond, Whetsted GPs, Sevenoaks
WR and Church Woods.
During these two months as many as 11 Garganey were recorded from Grove
Ferry, Oare Marshes, Dungeness RSPB, Lade, Sandwich Bay and Bough
Beech.

Garganey by Steve Miles
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A Red-crested Pochard was reported from Dungeness RSPB on July 1st.
PARTRIDGE TO GREBES________________________________________
The first autumn Red-throated Diver was seen at DBO on Aug 26th.
During south winds on July 29th a Great Shearwater flew past DBO. This is
only the tenth bird of this species to be recorded in Kent.
Five Sooty Shearwaters flew past DBO on July 29th with one the next day.
49 Manx Shearwaters flew past DBO on July 29th and there were two there
on Aug 12th and seven on 13th.
On July 28th two Balearic Shearwaters were seen at St Margaret's Bay with
one at DBO and on the next day, with a south strong wind blowing, 29 flew
past DBO with one at St Margaret's Bay. There were also singles seen off
DBO on July 30th and Aug 12th, 24th and 29th with two on Aug 19th, six on
25th, three on 26th and eight on 28th.
Two Shags were seen at St Margaret's Bay on July 28th.
A Cattle Egret was identified at Stodmarsh on July 3rd and on 28th and 29th
whilst a flock of 11 appeared at Dungeness RSPB on Aug 30th with eight still
remaining the next day.

Eight Cattle Egrets by Peter Maton
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A juvenile Purple Heron was found at Sevenoaks WR on July 20th with others
at Cliffe Pools from Aug 11th-31st and at Swalecliffe on Aug 31st.

Purple Heron by Virginia Saunders

During the summer one or two Bitterns were seen at Dungeness RSPB and
up to seven Great White Egret were seen at Dungeness RSPB with one or
two at Lade, Oare Marshes, Capel Fleet, Sevenoaks WR, Fairfield, Hamstreet,
Romney Marsh, Bough Beech, North Foreland and Grove Ferry.
A White Stork flew over Sevenoaks WR on July 30th, a Glossy Ibis was seen
at Oare Marshes from July 26th-Aug 1st and during August one or two
Spoonbills were seen at Grove Ferry, Swalecliffe, Dungeness RSPB and Oare
Marshes.
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Glossy Ibis by Michael Linklater

A Black-necked Grebe was found at Dungeness RSPB between Aug 5th and
23rd with another on the sea at Sandwich Bay on Aug 28th and two at Lade
on Aug 31st.
BIRDS OF PREY_______________________________________________
During the summer one or two Honey Buzzards were recorded on the coast at
Folkestone, South Foreland, Samphire Hoe, Langdon Cliffs, St Margarets-atCliffe, North Foreland and Temple Ewell.
Single Red Kites were seen at Harrietsham, Little Chart, Seasalter,
Sevenoaks WR, Sandwich Bay, Headcorn, Mill Point, Broomfield, Edenbridge,
Brokes Hill Farm, Capel-le-Ferne and Chamber's Wall.
A juvenile Montagu's Harrier was identified at Pegwell Bay on Aug 15th.
The first returning Osprey was seen at Oare Marshes on Aug 2nd and 10th
and at Stoke on 12th and one flew out to sea at DBO on Aug 17th. During the
rest of the month single birds were reported from Dungeness, Lade, Dover,
Samphire Hoe, Oare Marshes, New Hythe, Kingsnorth, Bough Beech, Grain,
Conyer and Folkestone.
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RAILS TO WADERS_____________________________________________
A Spotted Crake was seen at Grove Ferry from Aug 19th-28th and a Stonecurlew was heard at Sandwich on July 1st and 2nd.
Four Black-winged Stilts, 2 adults and 2 juveniles, arrived at Oare Marshes on
July 5th and remained there until July 19th. This was the pair that had bred
successfully on Sheppey.

Juvenile Black-winged Stilt by Steve Ashton

A Kentish Plover was reported from Pegwell Bay on Aug 26th and two Dotterel
were seen at South Foreland on Aug 31st.
In July and August up to 10 Curlew Sandpipers were seen at Oare Marshes,
Dungeness RSPB, Sandwich Bay, Shellness, Pegwell Bay and Cliffe Pools.
There was also a mobile group of 35 adults at Dungeness RSPB on July 28th.
An adult Temminck's Stint was seen at Oare Marshes from July 17th-22nd
and in July and August up to five Little Stints were seen at Dungeness RSPB,
Cliffe Pools, Swalecliffe, Shellness and Oare Marshes.
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An adult White-rumped Sandpiper was found at Oare Marshes on July 21st
and an adult Pectoral Sandpiper was seen at Pegwell Bay on July 18th and
remained there until 28th.

Pectoral Sandpiper by Mark Chidwick

A TEREK SANDPIPER flew over Dungeness RSPB on Aug 31st. If accepted
by BBRC it will constitute the 10th record for Kent.
A Red-necked Phalarope found at Oare Marshes on July 28th was last seen
on Aug 8th.
During July and August one or two Spotted Redshanks were recorded from
Dungeness RSPB, Reculver, Oare Marshes, Pegwell Bay, Cliffe Pools,
Conyer, Grove Ferry and Sandwich Bay.
A juvenile MARSH SANDPIPER was found at Cliffe Pools on July 29th and
30th and was seen again on Aug 11th.
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Marsh Sandpiper and Greenshanks by Barry Wright

As many as four Wood Sandpipers were recorded from Dungeness RSPB,
Grove Ferry, Oare Marshes, Cliffe Pools, Bough Beech, Elmley, Sandwich
Bay and Pegwell Bay.
AUKS TO GULLS_______________________________________________
The first Arctic Skuas of the autumn were seen of Lade on July 9th and DBO
on July 19th whilst during August up to 15 birds were recorded from DBO with
smaller numbers at Foreness, Sandwich Bay, Shellness, Swalecliffe, Walmer
Beach, Hythe and Copt Point.
Two Great Skuas flew past DBO on July 29th with singles there on July 30th
and Aug 12th and 31st.
Single adult Roseate Terns were identified at Dungeness RSPB and Pegwell
Bay on Aug 26th.
After the first two Black Terns at Dungeness RSPB on July 26th up to 70 were
seen at DBO and 62 at Shellness with smaller numbers recorded at
Dungeness RSPB, Oare Marshes, Cliffe Pools, Lade, Swalecliffe, Bough
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Beech, Pegwell Bay, Swanscombe Marsh, Lower Hope Point, Sandwich Bay
and Reculver.
A juvenile AMERICAN BLACK TERN (subspecies Chlidonias niger
surinamensis) was found and identified in with a group of Black Terns at
Dungeness RSPB on Aug 21st. It was present until 30th. If accepted this will
only be the sixth individual of this subspecies to be recorded in the UK and
was a first for Kent.

American Black Tern by Barry Wright

A Sabine's Gull was reported at the fishing boats at Dungeness on Aug 28th
and the adult BONAPARTE'S GULL first seen in June remained at Oare
Marshes until Aug 28th.
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Bonaparte’s Gull by Adrian Micalef

During July single Little Gulls were seen at Dungeness RSPB whilst the first
juvenile Caspian Gulls of the year were seen at DBO on Aug 19th and 27th.
During July and August up to four Yellow-legged Gulls were seen at DBO with
single birds recorded from Walmer Beach and Foreness.
An Iceland Gull was reported from Folkestone on July 27th whilst a
summering Glaucous Gull seen at Hythe on July 17th may have been the bird
seen in the same area on a number of occasions during May.
DOVES TO RING-NECKED PARAKEET_____________________________
A roosting Long-eared Owl was found at Sandwich Bay between Aug 28th and
31st and a Short-eared Owl flew W at North Foreland on Aug 2nd with one or
two at Galloways, Dungeness from Aug 25th-27th and one at Grove Ferry on
Aug 31st.

Single Wrynecks were seen at Oare on Aug 18th and at Galloways,
Dungeness from Aug 18th-27th.
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Wryneck by Chris Bond

A Merlin was seen at Dungeness RSPB on Aug 26th and DBO on 29th with
another at Grove Ferry the next day and yet another at Lydd on 31st.
SHRIKES TO HIRUNDINES______________________________________
A juvenile Red-backed Shrike was trapped and ringed at DBO on Aug 26th.

Red-backed Shrike by Ray O’Reilly
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During the summer one or two Ravens were reported from Wouldham, Bough
Beech, Oare Marshes, Bockhill, Bedgebury, Hythe, Westcliff, Tilmanstone and
Goudhurst.
CETTI’S WARBLER TO WHEATEARS_______________________________
Single Wood Warblers were trapped and ringed at Sandwich Bay on July 16th
and 31st and another was seen at DBO on July 24th. One was also reported
from Northdown Park on Aug 3rd, another was seen at Ramsgate on 5th and
a singing bird was reported at Sandwich Bay on 14th.
In July and August one or two Grasshopper Warblers were reported from Oare
Marshes, Sandwich Bay, DBO, Abbotscliffe, Pegwell Bay, Bockhill, DBO and
Reculver.
A male Marsh Warbler was ringed at a site in East on July 6th.
The first Pied Flycatcher of the autumn was ringed at Sandwich Bay on July
27th and then during the first four days of August there was a very early arrival
of birds with up to 20 in the Margate area, 13 birds seen at North Foreland and
up to seven at Chamber's Wall, Stodmarsh, Folkestone, Kingsdown, Lydd,
South Foreland, Dungeness, Hawkinge, Bockhill and Sandwich Bay.
Subsequently during the remainder of August as many as five birds were
recorded from Reculver, Foreness, Bishopstone, Shuart, South Foreland,
Dungeness, Furnace Point, Romney Marsh, North Foreland and Sandwich
Bay with a peak of 11 at DBO on Aug 29th.

Pied Flycatcher by Steve Miles

30

In July as many as seven Black Redstarts were seen at Samphire Hoe and
DBO with smaller numbers at Ramsgate, Bockhill, Aycliff, Langdon, South
Foreland, Abbotscliffe and Hythe.
DUNNOCK TO BUNTINGS________________________________________
During these two months up to five Crossbills were recorded from Bedgebury,
Bockhill and Old Wives Lees.

DBO = Dungeness Bird Observatory BBRC = British Birds Rarities
Committee
RSPB = Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
“The Patch” = the warm water outflow from Dungeness Nuclear Power
Station
NNR=National Nature Reserve NR=Nature Reserve LNR=Local Nature
Reserve
FC = Field Centre WR = Wildlife Reserve GP = Gravel Pits CP = Country
Park

CONTRIBUTORS________________________________________________
This summary owes much to the contributors to the various sites in “Latest
Sightings” on the KOS Website at www.kentos.org.uk, KOSForum, Twitter and
the RBA Hotline.
Records have been contributed by W. Baker, Bockhill Birders, R. Bonsor,
Bough Beech (per A. Ford), M. Bournat, R. Brockett, E. Brown, J. Bunting, N.
Burt, G. Burton, J. Butler, F. Cackett, M. Casemore, J. Chantler, M. Chidwick,
J. Cliffe, S. Clinch, R. Collins, G. Coultrip, P. Davies, DBO (per D. Walker), A.
Dunstan, D. Eade, B. East, P. Edmonson, R. Elvy, D. Faulkener, D. Feast, J.
Fletcher, Folkestone and Hythe Birds (per I. Roberts), N. Frampton, C.
Gibbard, S, Ginnaw, V. Green, J. Guiver, S. Haughie, J. Headley, A. Hindle,
C. Hindle, M. Hindle, A. Holcombe, B. Holcombe, M. Hollingsworth, M.
Kennett, J. King, A. Lawson, A. Lipczynski, P. Lloyd, J. Massey, B. Matlock, S.
McMinn, S. Message, S. Mills, P. Milton, S. Mount, P. North, A. Perry, J.
Perry, K. Privett, R. Rackliffe, J. Reeves, M. Roser, J. Russell, Samphire Hoe
(per L. Collins, P. Holt, D. Smith, and P. Smith), SBBO (per I. Hodgson),
Sevenoaks WR (per S. Clerici), I. Shepherd, M. Sutherland, Swale NNR (per
R. Smith, D. Faulkner, I. Davidson), T. Swandale, C. Tedder, J. Tilbrook, P.
Trodd, N. Upton, M. Wilson, B. Wright and M. Wright.
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Please send records for this review to:
Chris Hindle, 42, Glenbervie Drive, Herne Bay, Kent. CT6 6QL
Email: christopherhindle@hotmail.com
Records sent to me may not all be used for this report as I try to extract
the more interesting sightings. However all records are equally
important and I forward them to the appropriate Area Recorders who
enter them all onto the KOS database.

Letters and Notes

Fifty Years Ago

Spotted Eagle by Archibald Thorburn PDI

Events of 15th September deserve a section on their own. Sandwich Bay
experienced the largest fall of its history, with 40 Redwings, the first Fieldfare,
45 Ring Ouzels, 40 Wheatears, 350 Redstarts, 400 Robins, eight Bluethroats,
32

250 Garden Warblers, 100 Whitethroats, 175 Willow Warblers, 40 Sedge and
three Icterine Warblers, 40 Pied and 20 Spotted Flycatchers, three Firecrests,
two Red-throated Pipits, 100 Yellow Wagtails, a Red-backed Shrike, five
Wrynecks, a Corncrake, Hobby and Peregrine, and a probable Spotted Eaglemost of these arrived as the rain was temporarily dying down about 11 am. A
Great Grey Shrike was seen just inland at Worth.
Dungeness had 50 Redwings, 150 Ring Ouzels, 40 Blackbirds, six Firecrests,
70 Tree Pipits and a Richards' Pipit, 30 Siskins and an Ortlolan, but in general
the fall of warblers and other small migrants was much smaller than at
Sandwich Bay and occurred later in the day.
At Reculver, there were 70 Wheatears, 93 Redstarts, 120 Robins, two
Bluethroats and 150 Phylloscopi. Redstarts were numerous too at Shellness
and Margate, and Shellness also had 100 Robins and the first Brambling.
The aftermath on 16th produced a Peregrine and some Ring Ouzels at
Folkestone Warren, three Bluethroats, 140 Willow Warblers, 12 Tree Pipits
and 35 Siskins at Sandwich Bay.

KBR 1968

Norman McCanch
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COUNTING BIRDS – MAKING BIRDS
COUNT
AN EXCITING ONE-DAY CONFERENCE

Kent Ornithological Society
2018 Annual KOS Conference
Saturday November 3rd 2018
Our conference this year features a wide range of
speakers and topics. We are delighted to welcome, among
others, Mark Avery and the Director of the BTO - Andy
Clements to address KOS members in Kent for the first
time.
SPEAKERS
Andy Clements Director of the BTO
Mark Avery Wildlife Campaigner
Nicole Khan - RSPB - Turtle Doves Project
Will Tofts Warden, Northward Hill RSPB Reserve
Carol Donaldson Country side Consultations
Dr Sara Zonnenveld University of Exeter
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Steffan Walton

Sandwich Bay BO

Kent Bird Artist Norman McCanch will be exhibiting work.

Chaucer College, Canterbury
(Registration & Coffee from 9.00am)
This one day conference will examine a range of issues, including the
breeding success of some birds in Kent and the difficulties experienced by
others. Mark Avery will be talking about Hen Harriers and the challenges
they face in this country, and Andy Clements will bring the perspective of
the BTO to bear on a range of issues concerning bird populations.

Booking
To book a place please see our website:
https://kentos.org.uk
for details of payment methods, either online or by post.
Or contact Chris Roome - chrisroome105@icloud.com
(Tel: 07833361446)

£25 for current KOS members
£30 Guests & Non KOS members
£10 under 25s
Including refreshments on arrival, morning coffee, lunch
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