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Although Spring is not my favourite time of year, it has always been important 
in birding terms, largely by virtue of my early obsession with nest finding. As a 
grubby schoolboy this inevitable meant collecting eggs, but early in my career 
I discovered a book called óFinding Nestsô, by Bruce Campbell.  While my 
enthusiasm for this publication had fairly sinister motives, in the introduction 
there was a print of a BTO Nest Record Card and an explanation of how the 
scheme worked.  I contacted the BTO and thanks to a kind response from 
Henry Mayer-Gross (the organiser of the scheme) I was allowed to get hold of 
a supply of cards and participate. Egg collecting stopped immediately, while a 
suggestion from Henry that perhaps someone could check through my cards 
before I sent them in put me in touch with a local man who had a ringing 
permit. That marked the beginning of another aspect of my growing interest 
and my initial motive for getting a permit myself was so that I could ring the 
chicks in ómyô nests. 

 
Moving on, my involvement with the BTO led to decades of surveys, Atlas 
work and lots more ringing in a range of interesting places, notably lighthouses 
and offshore islands. Partly because of this history I have mostly been a patch 
watcher throughout my life and as such I have only the vaguest idea of how 
many species I have seen in total and, compared to some birding friends, a 
somewhat limited range of foreign experience.  But patch watching is often its 
own reward; recent years have seen periods of planned surgery send the odd 
accident focus my attention more closely on my garden and its surroundings, 
especially as limited by the parish where I live.  Daily routines involving 
feeding ponies and vegetable gardening give plenty of opportunities for casual 
birding. 
 
 This winter the ponies in question were moved from a large field on the south-
eastern slope of the village, with views towards Eastry, to a different site of 
paddocks and small fields to the north east, on a lower, more marshland 
aspect.  A Surprise at this new site has been a fair-sized rookery in the trees 
between the paddocks and adjacent land. I had no idea they were there ,even 
though I have lived in the parish for the last twenty-four years and worked here 
for eight years prior to that. Then I got to thinking; there had been a rookery in 
the middle of the village for many years, but tree-surgery made the site less 
attractive and they seem to have left about ten years ago. A few enquiries 
showed that this rookery had begun to be occupied about ten years ago, 
suggesting that this might be the descendants of the birds lost from the village.  

 

 

Editorial 



 4 

I plan to investigate this colony later in the years when leaf-fall should make it 
easier to count nests, then next spring determine how many are occupied. 
Sadly, not too many birders seem to think that Rooks are worth a second look! 
  
Good birding 
Norman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Members ( and others) might be interested in the Bird Survey and ID 
courses being held by the BTO at Sandwich Bay Bird Observatory in the 
coming summer.  
 
The Observatory is hosting a Bird ID course led by Steve Piotrowski on 
Sunday, September 29, 2019 - 16:00 to Thursday, October 3, 2019 - 14:00. 
Details are available here: www.bto.org/news-events/events/2019-09/bird-id-
residential-%E2%80%93-sandwich-bay-bird-observatory 
This is a residential courses, but there are also non-residential options 
available. It is great to have such high quality courses offered by BTO staff  
available in Kent as they are always well-received and come highly 
recommended. 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

RARE BREEDING BIRDS IN KENT 
 
The Kent Ornithological Society, like other county bird clubs, coordinates 
records of rare breeding birds and submits them to the national Rare Birds 
Breeding Panel (RBBP). However, this is not straightforward. At a time when 
birders are being exhorted to be careful about publishing records of rare 
breeding birds on social media, we suspect that many observations are not 
reported.  There are several ways in which you can help monitor rare birds 
and not risk publicising breeding locations. 

 

1. Ensure you follow the bird watchers code, 

https://www.bto.org/sites/default/files/u10/downloads/taking-

part/health/bwc.pdf and do not disturb the bird,  

 
News and announcements 

http://www.bto.org/news-events/events/2019-09/bird-id-residential-%E2%80%93-sandwich-bay-bird-observatory
http://www.bto.org/news-events/events/2019-09/bird-id-residential-%E2%80%93-sandwich-bay-bird-observatory
https://www.bto.org/sites/default/files/u10/downloads/taking-part/health/bwc.pdf
https://www.bto.org/sites/default/files/u10/downloads/taking-part/health/bwc.pdf
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2. Always follow the RBBP guidelines for reporting on social media 

http://rbbp.org.uk/ 

3. Submit to the KOS database,  http://birdgroups.co.uk/kos/default.asp, 

there is an automatic filter, which means that the records are not 

shown on the website but stored in the database, 

4. Submit your records to Birdtrack, there is a similar filter and your 

observations will be secure. 

5. You can e mail in confidence the county recorder Barry Wright 

umbrellabirds66@gmail.com or the county RBBP coordinator Brian 

Watmough brianrwat@yahoo.co.uk. 

 

The RBBP  http://rbbp.org.uk/  collects data on the rarer species of birds 
breeding in the United Kingdom. Its records allow the production of annual 
totals of breeding pairs for each species on its list. It was formed in 1972 by 
representatives of the RSPB, the BTO, The Nature Conservancy Council and 
British Birds. The present Panel is made up of representatives of the Joint 
Nature Conservation Committee, RSPB, BTO, three independent members, 
and a Secretary and a report is published each year in British Birds and 
available on their website. Approximately 160 species are monitored by the 
RBBP, although the list is reviewed and changing so that in 2019 Cettis 
Warbler will no longer be recorded but Turtle Dove is now being considered. 
Each year details of between twenty and twenty-five species are submitted by 
the KOS. Records from Kent are collated by the Kent Ornithological Society 
and submitted to the UK RBBP. These records form the basis for relevant 
sections in the annual KBR.  
In Kent there are between 20 and 25 species for which KOS collates the 
records and submits to the national RBBP. This monitoring is based on 
records submitted to KOS database, from BTO surveys especially Bird Track 
and Heronries Census, from RSPB reserve staff and from a network of 
observers with a special interest in a particular species. Monitoring rare birds 
is inherently challenging. The table shows for each rare breeding bird in Kent 
the totals submitted to national RBBP, the population estimates in the Kent 
Atlas and the estimated UK population. It is clear that whilst we have 
reasonable records for some species, for others we are at present unable to 
monitor the county populations. We need more information not just on the 
presence of birds but also evidence of breeding. The RBBP considers birds as 
possible, probable or confirmed breeders. 
The species in Kent can be considered in three groups: widely distributed but 
scarce, locally distributed and future colonists. 
The widely distributed species include firecrest, hobby, lesser spotted 
woodpecker, marsh harrier and water rail. Although Kent birders may think of 
these species as widespread, Kent is a stronghold for these species. Our 
current estimates are based on the Atlas and surveys and our annual 

http://birdgroups.co.uk/kos/default.asp
mailto:brianrwat@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.jncc.gov.uk/
http://www.jncc.gov.uk/
http://www.rspb.org.uk/
http://www.bto.org/
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submission to RBBP almost certainly massively under records the numbers of 
these species in the county.  
The locally distributed species include avocet, black-winged stilt, black necked 
grebe, shoveller, pochard, bearded tit, marsh warbler and savis warbler. 
These species are generally easier to monitor and for most the annual 
estimates are broadly similar to other estimates. Many of the birds are 
concentrated on the wetland reserves of the Kent coasts and the Stour Valley. 
For many of these species Kent supports a significant percentage of the 
national population, for example about 10% of UK population of Pochard, 
Mediterranean Gull, Marsh Harrier and Bearded Tit. 
 
The third group of species, the future colonists is unknown but includes 
goshawk, cattle egret, great white egret and who knows what else? 

 
TABLE. RBBP SPECIES IN KENT 

SPECIES KENT 2016 KENT ATLAS    

Eurasian Bittern 4 4 147  

Black-necked Grebe 4 0-10 54  

Wigeon 7 0-10 188  

Pintail 1 0-5 25  

Garganey 5 10-20 97  

Shoveler 31 50-100 981  

Common Pochard 57 150-200 685  

Little Egret  100-150 921  

Black-winged Stilt 4  4  

Avocet 280 150-300 1791  

Little Ringed Plover 4 10-15 587  

Little Tern 18 0-10 1554  

Mediterranean Gull 750 350-500 889  

Water Rail 49 250-300 1353  

Common Quail 1 0-50 728  

Spotted Crake 1  29  

Honey Buzzard 1 0-2 40  

Marsh Harrier 40 80-100 354  

Peregrine Falcon 11 30-40 1701  

Hobby 40 250-300 938  

Long-eared Owl 7 5-10 1800  

Short-eared Owl 2 0-5 620  

Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker 

30 150-200 1000+  

Marsh Warbler 0 0-2 8  

Savis Warbler 0 0-1 5  

Black Redstart 7 2-15 56  
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Firecrest 20 100-300 1255  

Bearded Tit 82 100-500 595  

Woodlark 1 2-10 1000+  

Hawfinch     

 
So, if you see a rare breeding bird, 

¶ Ensure you follow the bird watchers code, 

https://www.bto.org/sites/default/files/u10/downloads/taking-

part/health/bwc.pdf and do not disturb the bird, 

¶ remember the RBBP guidelines for reporting on social media 

http://rbbp.org.uk/ and  

¶ please submit your records and help KOS support the monitoring of 

are birds. 

Brian Watmough 
brianrwat@yahoo.co.uk 

 
Surveys 
BTO English Winter Bird Survey 2018/19 
Thank you if you took part in this survey which finished at the end of March ï 
37 squares were covered by volunteers in Kent. It has been based on existing 
BBS squares especially those within farmland. The data entry system is via 
BBS online. If you have not entered your survey data, please do so as soon as 
possible.  
  
BTO Project Owl  
In the autumn of 2018, there was a national Tawny Owl Point Survey (TOPS) 
organised by the BTO. This followed similar methodology to Tawny Owl 
surveys in 1989 and 2005. Nationally it is estimated that about 54% of the 
tetrads were occupied compared with 63% previously. Within Kent, 75 tetrads 
were surveyed. Thank you to everyone that contributed to the Project Owl 
Appeal, and to the TOPS survey. Provisional results for the Tawny Owl Point 
Survey are available online: https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/project-
owl/tawny-owlpoint-survey/provisional-results                   
The second survey BTO organised was the Tawny Owl Calling Survey 
(TOCS). This involved listening regularly from a point chosen by the volunteer 
(usually your garden). In Britain, over 12,000 people signed up for the survey 
and over 8,000 submitted records. In Kent there were 326 sites registered for 
the survey.  The survey finished at the end of March and data is now being 
analysed. Please visit the BTO website www.bto.org to find out more details. 
 
BTO English Farm Woodland Bird Survey 2019 
Since 1988, over 22,000 farm woods have been planted in England.  The 
woods are mostly small, between 1 and 5 hectares in size, which will make 

https://www.bto.org/sites/default/files/u10/downloads/taking-part/health/bwc.pdf
https://www.bto.org/sites/default/files/u10/downloads/taking-part/health/bwc.pdf
http://rbbp.org.uk/
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survey coverage quite quick and straightforward.  These farm woods were 
planted in a wide variety of settings, ranging from complete isolation through 
to alongside existing established woodland. This survey provides a very 
interesting natural experiment to assess how well birds have colonised these 
new woodlands on farmland. 
Please note that as the survey period is 15th March to 15th July, it is now too 
late to sign up for this survey. 
 
JNCC Seabird Count 2015/19 ï survey of Urban Gulls in Kent 2019 
In 2018 a national survey was carried out of all seabird species nesting in 
ñnaturalò locations. In Kent this covered all our breeding Gull species (Herring, 
LBB, Common, Black-headed and Mediterranean), Terns (Sandwich, 
Common and Little), plus Fulmar and Cormorant. Full coverage was achieved, 
resulting in the first assessment of Kent's breeding seabirds for many years. 
Results include a total of 120 pairs of Fulmar, mostly around the Thanet cliffs, 
although missing from the survey will be the huge number of Herring and 
Lesser Black -backed Gulls which nest in non-natural sites i.e. urban sites 
such as house and factory rooftops. Full details of the Seabird Count can be 
found at http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-7413 
In 2019, however, the Seabird Count aims to conduct a national survey of 
urban Gulls, so this will complete the picture for Kent. This will be no mean 
feat as Kent has huge numbers of roof nesting Herring and Lesser Black-
backed Gulls, not just on houses in our coastal towns but inland too, 
particularly on warehouse and factory roofs in industrial estates. Details of the 
survey have been issued by the JNCC National Organiser (Daisy Burnell). I 
have contacted last yearôs local organisers to help again, and to spread the 
word and enlist volunteers to assist in their areas.  
There are two arms to the survey in Kent:- 
Repeat Sites Survey ï this covers sites where Gulls were surveyed during the 
last seabird census in 2000. It will be required to count all breeding Gulls in 
Whitstable, Herne Bay, Birchington-Ramsgate, Folkestone, Greatstone-
Dymchurch and Ashford. 
No repeat sites have been provided for Dover or Maidstone and Canterbury, 
although these are known, and in the case of Dover very long established, 
breeding sites for which it is hoped to obtain complete counts of breeding Gull 
populations. Other more recently occupied towns where breeding Gulls are 
present include the Medway Towns and Gravesend-Dartford. Again, it is 
hoped to count breeding Gulls in these towns. 
Random Square Survey ï the aim of this is to assess the expansion of 
breeding ranges since the last census.  A total of 182 1km squares have been 
selected across Kent using a stratified random sampling approach. This 
means that all squares will contain potential nesting habitat but not necessarily 
breeding Gulls, and that some known colonies may not be included.  
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Covering such a large number of squares for the national survey will be 
challenging, but I would like to ensure that we get good coverage of all known 
sites in the county so that that Kent population estimates of our breeding 
Herring and Lesser Black-backed Gulls (combined with last yearôs survey of 
natural sites) are as accurate as possible. This will mean covering areas that 
might not be included in the randomly selected squares.  
Survey packs are available which contain background details, survey 
instructions, health and safety advice, recording forms etc. Initially I have 
supplied these to the local organisers who can then send out further to 
volunteers as required. I can also supply direct to volunteers in areas not 
covered by the local organisers. These packs contain the list of randomly 
selected 1km squares with a map link so that volunteers can print out a map of 
the square they wish to cover or have been requested to cover. Please make 
sure that the local organiser is aware of the square/s you intend to cover. All 
results should be returned to the local organiser or directly to me as the 
regional organiser. I will collate all results and summarise the data for KOS 
before submitting to the JNCC.   
In brief, the survey of repeat sites will involve counting birds (AON ï 
Apparently Occupied Nest; AOT ï Apparently Occupied Territory or IND ï 
count of individual adults) from suitable vantage points. The random square 
survey will involve making ground-based counts as above. Obviously, it may 
not be possible to determine counts of AON from ground level and so 
assessments will largely be AOT and more likely IND. Only single visits are 
required but volunteers may wish to make repeat visits to confirm or otherwise 
previous observations. The requested survey period is Apr 23rd to May 7th 
(just two weeks!) but I have agreed with the National Organiser that it will be 
ok to survey up until the end of June.  
If anyone wishes to take part please let me know and I will suggest a 
town/squares which they can survey and local organiser to contact, unless of 
course they have a town already in mind that they would like to count. I would 
also appreciate if anyone knowing of nesting Gulls on houses or factories at 
sites in Kent away from obvious known areas could let me know of the 
location so that I can direct survey effort. Please donôt assume that a site or 
town is a known breeding site already, it may not be, and I would like the 
survey to be as complete as possible. My thanks to the local organisers and 
those who have contacted me to say that they are prepared to assist with 
surveying Gulls in their areas. 
 
Please contact Murray Orchard at murray.orchard@live.co.uk     
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Woodcock Survey 
The last national Woodcock survey in 2013 showed a marked decline in the 
number of sites occupied by Woodcock, so the BTO is trying to get annual 
coverage of a number of key sites.  Eight squares are covered in Kent ï thank 
you! There is scope for a further 21 sites to be covered, so please contact 
Greg Conway at BTO HQ if you are interested in taking part (Email:  
greg.conway@bto.org). National results can be seen at 
https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/woodcock-survey/results.  
 
 

 
TURTLE DOVE RECORDS AND KOS SIGHTINGS DATABASE  
The Rare Breeding Birds Panel has recently announced that Turtle Dove is 
now included on the list of species that it annually monitors. Thus Turtle Dove 
is now an RBBP species. 
For many RBBP species it is the policy of the KOS to use sensitivity filters so 
that records of these species during the breeding season are not publicly 
viewable on the sightings database. All records submitted are, however, 
recorded on the society's central database.  
Immediately following the RBBP announcement a filter was put in place for 
Turtle Dove. However, after discussion with the Operation Turtle Dove team, it 
has been agreed that no filter will be imposed on records. It is considered that 
the risk of disturbance is low and that it is important for records of Turtle 
Doves across the county to be viewable. Hopefully this will encourage people 
to report sightings of this highly threatened species. The sightings database is 
very useful for the project team, to help them plan where action plans might 
best be instigated, as well as providing a means of monitoring how the species 
is faring during the season and from year to year. 
The KOS urges all observers to report their sightings of Turtle Doves to the 
sightings database. All records are useful, whether of single non-singing birds, 
singing males or pairs. Please try and record the location as accurately as 
possible and mention any breeding activity such as song or display. 
Any observer who does not wish to disclose their records are asked to send 
their observations directly to the Operation Turtle Dove team. In Kent records 
should be sent to Nicole Khan nicole.khan@rspb.org.uk 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
Kent Breeding Bird Atlas 
We still have a modest stock of this useful publication which was well received 
on its release a couple of years ago.  If you do not yet own a copy there will 
shortly be an opportunity to purchase some of the remainder of the stock at a 
reduced price.  Keep an eye on the KOS web site for further details  
 
 

https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/woodcock-survey/results
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Editorial and Records sub-committee 
The KOS Editorial & Records Committee would like to hear from any 
individuals within the membership that would like to join the county rarity 
panel. Contact Barry Wright or Alan Fossey, (details above) 
 
Apologies and Corrections 
Sadly due to some techno-glitch probably attributable to a combination of 
ineptitude and gremlins, two sections were omitted from articles in the last 
(March) newsletter.  The first was an omission in the Patchwatch feature by 
James King, the second a part of the bird records by Chris Hindle. My 
apologies to both, the missing material is included in a section below. 
 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
We like to keep in touch with all our members, so if you change address, email  
address or phone numbers please remember to inform our membership 
secretary, Chris Roome. He can be contacted on:  
Chris Roome, Rowland House, Station Rd., Staplehurst TN12 0PY  

     Tel: 01580 891686   e-mail: chrisroome105@icloud.com 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We would like to encourage members to 
contribute items or photographs for inclusion in 
the newsletter, especially regarding birds in Kent. 
If you are interested, I am always happy to offer 
advice or assistance to aspiring authors.  To 
facilitate page composition text needs to be 
presented as a Word document, photos or 
illustrations as j-peg files. 

mailto:chrisroome105@icloud.com
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Omissions and Corrections 
 
Patchwatch ï Knole Park, by James King 
 
July-September  
July saw a notable increase of hirundines with 30 House Martin and 50 Swift 
seen on the 6th over Blackhall Lane Fields, while 6 Buzzards hunted the area. 
On the 15th, 8 Yellowhammers were found in the park. 
August began with a superb juvenile Marsh Harrier that flew NNW over 
Gallops Valley on the 3rd and 2 Whitethroats were found in Golf Course 
Valley. On the 15th, a scan of the Golf Course saw autumnôs first 2 Wheatears 
with 6 Stonechats (2 parents and 4 juveniles) and a Chiffchaff. In addition, 
the first adult Lesser-black Backed Gull of the year flew SE. On the 17th, the 
Spotted Flycatcher family also revealed themselves, and a pair were found 
feeding in Golf Course Valley with 3 juveniles. A migrant Willow Warbler was 
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also found in Golf Course Valley, as were the resident female Kestrel, 50 
House Martins and 2 Swallows that flew W.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the 19th, another patchwatch dream sprung to life in the form of finding a 
superb Whinchat at Golf Course Valley, while watching the family of Spotted 
Flycatchers sallying from the oaks behind the valley. On the 20th, by late 
morning, Martin Garwood had discovered a brief juvenile Cuckoo at Keeperôs 
Cottage- a fabulous record! That afternoon, I picked up a Siskin that flew over 
Keeperôs Cottage.  
On August 25th, a Red Kite flew low W over Gallops Valley and 1 Whinchat, 2 
Wheatears and 7 Stonechats were at Golf Course Valley, with 2 Chiffchaffs 
and a female Sparrowhawk nearby.  
A quiet September at Knole mostly saw a continued hirundine passage with, 
of note, 100 House Martins and 20 Swallows hawking Golf Course Valley on 
the 9th. 
 
 
 

Adult and juvenile Spotted Flycatcher, Golf Course Valley, 20th 
August- Martin Garwood. Juvenile Cuckoo, Keeperôs Cottage, 20th 
August- Martin Garwood 
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Bird Records January and February by Chris Hindle 
 

WILDFOWL_____________________________________________  

Pale - bellied Brent Goose  was seen at Grain on Jan 4 th , at Elmley 

on Jan 7 th , at Shellness on Jan 14 th , 26 th  and Feb 19 th  and Leysdown -

on -Sea on Jan 20 th  and Feb 4 th .  

A flock of 60+ Barnacle Geese  seen f lying NW at Sandwich 

Bay/Pegwell Bay on Jan 14 th  may conceivably have been wild birds.  

In January up to nine Pink - footed Geese  were seen at Sandwich 

Bay/Worth Marshes, Stodmarsh/Grove Ferry, Seasalter, Swale NNR, 

Dartford Marshes and Dungeness RSPB whilst single Tundra Bean 

Gee se  were seen at Swale NNR on Jan 11 th  and at Scotney on Feb 

3 rd .  During January and February up to 390 Russian White - fronted 

Geese  were recorded on Sheppey with smaller numbers at 

Stodmarsh/Grove Ferry, Northward Hill, Swalecliffe, Whetsted GPs, 

Cliffe Pools, Reculver Marshes, Sandwich Bay, Westbere, Seaton and 

Scotney GPs. The Sheppey birds briefly visited Cleve Marshes on Jan 

30 th .  

In January and February up to 45 Bewick's Swans  were seen on 

Walland Marsh with smaller numbers recorded from Allhallows, Egypt 

Bay, Worth Marshes, Seabrook, Oare Marshes, Tenterden, Grove 

Ferry, St Mary's Marsh and Halstow Marshes.Two Whooper Swan s  

first  seen in 2018 were still at Scotney, Dungeness RSPB or Lydd until 

the end of February and there were also single birds at Capel Fleet on 

Jan 9 th  and Grove Ferry on Jan 13 th .  

Up to 15 Egyptian Geese  were reported from Bough Beech, 

Sevenoaks WR, Dungeness RS PB, Cliffe Marshes, Scotney GPs, 

Chipstead Lake, Hayesden, Penshurst Estate, Edenbridge, Small 

Hythe, Otford, Singleton Lake, Postern Park and Eastwell Park and up 

to 27 Mandarins were seen at Bough Beech, Beneneden, Hythe, 

Pedlinge and Hayesden.  

 

The male  Ring - necked Duck  first seen at New Hythe in December 

2018 remained there until Feb 28 th . A Velvet Scoter  was recorded 

from Seabrook on Jan 7 th  with others at DBO on Jan 12 th  and 18 th  and 

two there on 15 th  and three at Swalecliffe on Jan 21 st . In February 

two were seen at Sandwich Bay on 12 th .  

The only Smew  of the winter was a male that arrived at Dungeness 

RSPB on the very late date of Feb 2 nd  and stayed there until the end 

of the month whilst during January and February up to 26 

Goosanders  were seen at Bough Beech, Dungeness RSPB, DBO, New 

Hythe, Lydd, Hay esden, Pittswood and Kenardington.  
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Pochard:  A rare breeding bird in Kent 

 
Pochard by Imran Shah (Wikicommons) 

 
This is the first of a series of occasional articles on rare breeding birds in Kent 
which it is hoped will encourage Kent birders to look out for these species and 
submit records to KOS. 

 
There are between 50 and 200 breeding pairs of Pochard in Kent. This is 
approximately 10% of the total UK breeding population. Nationally and globally 
Pochard are struggling and are red listed because they are globally threatened 
and there have been recent declines of both the breeding population and 
winter range (1981-2010). 
The KOS is responsible for monitoring the population and submits an estimate 
each year to the Rare Birds Breeding Panel (RBBP) which is reported as part 
of a national report in British Birds. The Kent Atlas estimates there are 
between 150 and 200 breeding pairs. The Kent Bird Report reported 56 
breeding pairs in 2016 and 54 in 2015 KBR 54 pairs. The discrepancy 

 
Articles 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/05/Common_Pochard_%28Aythya_ferina%29_%2834251637990%29.jpg
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between the Atlas estimate and the recent counts may be for several reasons: 
The Atlas estimate may be too high; there may have been a decline in 
numbers; or KOS members may be failing to monitor this nationally rare 
species.  
 
To find out which of these reasons is accurate we need birders to record all 
records of Pochard in the breeding season. The Kent Atlas clearly shows that 
Pochard are concentrated on the marshes of the North Kent coast and the 
Dungeness peninsula with only occasional breeding records inland. The 
favoured breeding sites are reed fringed ditches and lakes. Pochard breed 
later than Mallard although adults return to breeding areas in February and 
March and disperse to breeding sites a bit later. Young birds are usually seen 
from May onwards. The RBBP advise ñwhen counting ducks ensure you count 
and report males, females and ducklings separately. Two pairs of Pochard in 
early May at a site may not be seen again as pairs, but single males there 
subsequently are strongly indicative that the females are on nests nearby, so 
even the reports of lone males are important later in the season. Visit the site 
again to look for broods of ducklingsò. 
 
The twentieth century county avifaunas of Ticehurst, Harrison, Gilham and 
Holmes, and Taylor et al give a partial picture of the history of Pochard as a 
breeding bird in Kent, although in the early part of that century the coastal 
marshes were not as well watched as today. The first record of suspected 
breeding was in 1905 and writing in 1950 Gilham and Holmes suggest that in 
the north Kent Marshes breeding was in one fairly restricted area. By 1953 
Harrison wrote ñalthough as a winter visitor it has shown a tendency to 
decrease in most areas, as a nesting species it has become well established 
in at any rate one area of the county.ò He goes on to speculate that the Kent 
breeding population may have spread from the firmly established breeding 
colony in Essex. 
 
  The 1981 Birds of Kent stated ñThe breeding population has continued to 
expand, apparently reaching a ceiling in the 1960s, when the maximum 
number on the North Kent Marshes was probably  about 60 pairs, In the main 
breeding areas on the Thames marshes there were peaks of 20 pairs at Stoke 
in 1956 and 28 pairs between Cliffe and St Marys Bay in 1965. On Sheppey 
breeding was first recorded in 1956, reaching a peak of 24 pairs in 1964. On 
south side of Sheppey regular presence of six pairs at Murston. In the 
Stodmarsh area there have been reports of 12-18 pairs in some years, 
although there is no evidence that more than seven pairs have actually bred in 
any one year. Single pairs have bred at four inland sites in the 1970s.ò 
 
The challenge today is to confirm if Pochard are still breeding in the same 
numbers and places described in the Birds of Kent. Each year we receive 
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records of breeding Pochard from the North Kent Marshes, Sheppey, the 
Thames, the Stour Valley and Dungeness but in nothing like the numbers 
described in 1980s. So please go out and submit your records of Pochard, 
remembering to count males and females separately and record broods of 
young. 

Brian Watmough 
 
 

Garganey ï the Summer Teal 
 

 
Garganey by Martyn Wilson 

 
The shallow pools of flood water reflect the greyness of an overcast sky, cold 
and dull on a spring morning. Common gulls, their fresh breeding plumage 
bright and clean amid the rough yellow grass, sit hunched against sporadic 
squalls of rain and sleet from the north-east. Yesterday it was bright and 
sunny and the fresh nip of spring in the air encouraged me to search for an 
incoming migrant. Today it feels like winter has returned. 
Careful observation reveals several snipe moving among the herbage on the 
floods, their long bills probing and searching for invertebrates. Occasionally 
one finds a worm and pulls it from the ground with a long, steady motion, the 
combined length of bill and worm causing the bird to stretch up on tiptoe to 
complete the extraction. 
A party of Shoveler occupies the deeper water in the lee of another bank. 
There are at least six gaudy drakes in the group, vying for the attentions of two 
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uninterested ducks. They attempt to swim alongside their chosen female 
displaying the brilliance of their feathers, but rival males turn and twist in an 
effort to come between the duck and her nearest suitors. From time to time a 
party takes to the air and the same jockeying for proximity takes place, with a 
good deal of in-flight barging by the excited drakes. 
A few Teal settle quietly in the longer grass, largely immobile but not sleeping. 
By this time the breeding Mallard have forsaken the floods for the ponds and 
ditches, leaving the marshes to migrant fowl waiting to depart for Continental 
breeding grounds. Far out on the field a pack of wigeon graze the drier areas. 
Towards midday the light improves and I notice a pair of small duck sleeping 
on an island of grass. I had already passed them over once as teal, when the 
drake lifted his head and yawned, revealing a broad white supercilium on a 
rich burnt umber head. Through my telescope they are clearly identifiable as 
Garganey and a weak shaft of sunlight illuminates the subtleties of their 
plumage beautifully. 
The drake is surprisingly dark, only the pale eye-stripe and silvery-grey flanks 
contrasting with the rich umbers of its upper parts. The duck is like a teal duck, 
but with a striking striped head pattern and pale cheek spot. Their long narrow 
bills and short legs are typical of teal but as the sun encourages them to feed 
they show other affinities, for they dibble in the shallow water with a horizontal 
posture similar to the Shoveler. Newly arrived from the Continent, they feed 
avidly among the drowned grasses but avoided the proximity of Teal and 
Shoveler. 
Garganey are a connoisseurôs bird: neat and quietly attractive with plumage of 
gentle tones and markings and an unobtrusive manner. I watch them for 
another 20 minutes, occasionally losing sight of them among the herbage, 
until more persistent rain finally drives me back home clutching a damp 
sketchbook. 
 
The garganey is a paradox among British wildfowl for it is the only species to 
breed here and winter beyond the Sahara, notably on the great rivers of West 
Africa and the lakes of Kenya. Unfortunately, the drainage of British lowland 
grazing marshes in recent years has largely removed its preferred breeding 
habitat, resulting in a decline in population. This, combined with its generally 
secretive nature, makes it one of the harder British birds to observe. Chance 
encounters with spring arrivals provide the best opportunity for seeing it and in 
this respect the coast of east Kent is particularly well situated. The Stour 
Valley is a regular site and changes in management policy at Stodmarsh 
Nature Reserve increase the prospects of successful breeding in the future. 
Although it probably always bred in southern England, the garganey was 
discovered breeding in Kent only in 1900, on Romney Marsh by Dr N. F. 
Ticehurst. He recorded it in subsequent years, suggesting it had simply been 
overlooked before its discovery. In 1934 the first breeding for the north Kent 
marshes was recorded by Captain G. E. Took and in 1937 Maurice Berry 
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found a clutch of seven or eight eggs on the marshes near Grove Ferry. The 
mid-1930s seem to have been a peak for the species, high numbers being 
recorded at most of the regular localities. 
 
The garganey has few local names suggesting that it was not well known to 
country people in the past. óSummer tealô is self-explanatory, while ócrickô and 
ócricket tealô refer to the drakeôs display call, a peculiar mechanical rattling 
similar to an old centre-pin fishing-reel. óGarganelloô is an Italian name derived 
onomatopoeically from the harsh gargling call, the dialectic equivalent from 
adjacent Switzerland being ógarganeyô as we know it. How such a name came 
into English usage is vague but it appeared in the late 17th century in the 
writings of the naturalist Ray, and had been used some ten years previously, 
misspelt as ógarganeô, by an anonymous writer. 
Autumn records of garganey are confused by the birdôs similarity to teal in 
post-breeding plumage, with  the drakeôs blue-grey shoulders and the duckôs 
striped head serving to separate them, while Teal show a pale cream flash at 
the side of the tail base, lacking in Garganey.  
 

Norman McCanch 
 

Obituary: Martin Woodcock 1935-2019 
 

 
Blue-shouldered Robin Chat 
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Martin Woodcock, bird artist, author & illustrator, who died on 24th February, 
was arguably the KOS member best known on the international ornithological 
scene. His artwork was extensive, from the Field Guide to the Birds of South-
East Asia of 1975 through the Handguide of to the Birds of the Indian Sub-
continent (for which he also wrote the text) and the Birds of Oman to the 
popular little Collins Gem guide to Birds. His major work, for which he will be 
most remembered ,  however, is the majestic seven volumes of the Birds of 
Africa, published between 1982 and  2004. This involved long hours studying 
skins at the Natural history Museum at Tring and field trips to many countries 
of that continent, resulting in about 6000 images of over 2000 species. Some 
of these journeys, starting with a formative visit to his elder sister in Uganda in 
1961, are described in the delightful Safari Sketchbook of 2010, appropriately 
dedicated to his wife Barbara who ñmade things work and made it funò.  

 
 

Amongst all this he found time to contribute drawings for the covers of the 
KBRs of 1987-91. Success in this field was all the more amazing because 
Martin, whose father had died whilst Martin was an infant, was a self-taught 
artist from his schooldays, mentored by his prep school doctor and influenced 
by the work of George Lodge and Archibald Thorburn. Christôs Hospital  
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School in Sussex, a charitable institution, provided great support for the 
budding artist.  After National Service he became a stockbroker, surviving 
nearly 20 boring years in the city, during which he was Hon. Sec. of the British 
Ornithologists Club. It was a brave move to leave the city for a very uncertain 
life as a bird artist, when Collins commissioned him to illustrate the Birds of SE  
Asia, on which he had been working in his spare time. Then, to be selected to 
be the sole illustrator by the authors of the Birds of Africa was an immense 
challenge, occupying him fully over the next 25 years as the project grew with 
the expanding knowledge of African birds.During this time he was also much 
involved in the founding of the African Bird Club, becoming its first Chairman 
and later President, as it became such a valued source of information and 
supporter of conservation research on that continent.  
In  2000, Martin and Barbara, tired of congested Kent, migrated to the 
supposed relative peace of north Norfolk, where their new home at Wiveton 
soon became a most hospitable centre for the local  scene, with so many 
birding opportunities on their doorstep. Martin continued with commissions 
whilst Barbara ran a complementary framing business. 
Sadly, last September Martin was diagnosed with incurable bowel cancer, and 
pragmatically set about planning  the disposal of his extensive library.  His 
series of KBRs returned to Kent for the use of future generations whilst his 
archive of sketches and notes has been deposited at NHM Tring,  where he 
had spent so many days studying the reference skins. 

 
Dusky Flycatcher 
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Martin had planned his funeral in Wiveton church. His family, including 14 
grandchildren who meant so much to him were much involved in the 
celebration of his life; a poet, an acute observer of the natural world and a 
significant contributor to world ornithology. 
 

Chris Cox 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
KENT BIRD SIGHTINGS FOR MARCH AND APRIL 2019 - Chris Hindle 
 
Where necessary the acceptance of records within this report is subject to 
ratification by the ñBritish Birdsò Rarities Committee (species in capital letters) 
or the KOS Rarities Committee. The results of their deliberations are regularly 
published on the KOS Website. Species that fall into these categories and 
therefore need descriptions can be found in the list at the end of the Kent Bird 
Report. 
 
WEATHER_____________________________________________________ 
Until March 17th the weather was dominated by a westerly air flow with frequent 
rain moving in off the Atlantic. Named Storms Freya and Gareth brought spells 
of particularly wet and windy weather with a gust of 67 mph measured at 
Manston on Mar 10th. From the 18th onwards it turned generally cloudy, mild 
and settled until the 23rd when it became sunnier. 
April started off cool with showers with a south easterly wind prevailing between 
5th and 18th. It turned colder between 10th and 16th though mainly dry and 
sunny. The weather turned settled and very warm with plenty of sunshine 
between 17th and 23rd with the warmest and sunniest weather coinciding with 
the Easter weekend. It turned more unsettled during the last week with strong 
winds on 26th and 27th associated with Storm Hannah. 
 
EARLIEST SPRING MIGRANTS IN 2019_____________________________ 
 
For some species like Whimbrel, Greenshank, Common Sandpiper, Black 
Redstart, Blackcap and Chiffchaff it can be difficult to unpick wintering birds 
from newly arrived migrants. 
 
Arrival dates compared to last year: (-) = earlier, (0) = the same, (+) = later 
 
Garganey - there were three at Swanscombe Marsh on Mar 22nd (+6) 
Osprey - one flew over Borough Green on Mar 30th (+4) 
Hobby - one was reported from Snodland on Apr 11th (-2) 
Little Ringed Plover - a bird arrived at Dungeness RSPB on Mar 14th (-6) 
Whimbrel - three were seen at Pegwell Bay on Apr 2nd (-3) 
Common Sandpiper - birds at Reculver and North Foreland on Apr 16th (-1) 
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Greenshank - there were four in Pegwell Bay on Apr 4th (-1) 
Wood Sandpiper - two were found on Worth Marshes on Apr 24th (+5) 
Black Tern - one flew past Dungeness on Apr 9th (-6) 
Little Tern - one flew past Dungeness on Apr 5th (-13) 
Sandwich Tern - a bird on the beach at Greatstone on Feb 19th (-19)        
Common Tern - two were seen at DBO on Mar 31st (+1) 
Arctic Tern - one flew past Dungeness on Apr 9th (-5) 
Turtle Dove - two birds at Oare Marshes and Grove Ferry on Apr 14th (-1) 
Cuckoo - one was seen and heard at Abbot's Court on Apr 10th (+1) 
Common Swift - One was seen at Conningbrook on Apr 14th (-5)  
Sand Martin - two seen at Hythe with one at Whetsted GPs on Mar 10th (-2) 
Swallow - one was recorded at Walmer Castle on Feb 18th (-39) 
House Martin - there was one below the cliffs at Foreness on Mar 3rd (-31) 
Tree Pipit - two were reported from South Foreland on Mar 29th (-21) 
White Wagtail - a male was on the seawall at Reculver on Feb 22nd (-16) 
Yellow Wagtail - there were five birds at Dungeness RSPB on Apr 3rd (-2) 
Nightingale - the first bird was heard at Lade GPs on Apr 7th (-) 
Black Redstart - one was seen at Minnis Bay on Mar 6th (+1) 
Common Redstart - males recorded at Reculver and Conyer on Apr 5th (-1) 
Whinchat - one was seen at Dungeness RSPB on Apr 18th (+7) 
Northern Wheatear - a male was near Dungeness Lifeboat on Mar 7th (-5) 
Ring Ouzel - one was seen at Pegwell Bay on Mar 21st (-11) 
Grasshopper Warbler - one was heard at Pegwell Bay on Apr 4th (-4) 
Sedge Warbler - one was reported from Dungeness RSPB on Mar 27th (-4) 
Reed Warbler - one was heard singing at Cliffe Pools on Apr 14th (+3) 
Lesser Whitethroat - there was one at DBO on Apr 13th (+3) 
Common Whitethroat - there was one at Pegwell Bay on Apr 6th (+3) 
Garden Warbler - singles at Dungeness RSPB and Stodmarsh on Apr 16th (-2) 
Blackcap - there was one at North Foreland on Mar 18th (-12) 
Chiffchaff - one at Reculver Towers and two at Swalecliffe on Feb 23rd (-15) 
Willow Warbler - there was one at DBO on Mar 25th (-) 
 
 
WILDFOWL____________________________________________________ 
There were still up to 270 Russian White-fronted Geese on Sheppey on Mar 5th 
decreasing to 130 on 19th whilst during March and April a single bird was seen 
at Sandwich Bay and Grove Ferry. The five Bewicks Swans seen earlier in the 
winter remained at Worth Marshes until Mar 9th and the two Whooper Swans 
first recorded in 2018 were still in the Dungeness RSPB/Lydd area until Mar 
25th. 
 
During these two months up to nine Egyptian Geese were recorded from 
Dungeness, Sevenoaks WR, Bough Beech, Grove Ferry, Edenbridge, Oare 
Marshes, Godmersham, Higham Bight, Wouldham, Pegwell Bay, Postern Park, 
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Samphire Hoe, Otford, Penshurst Estate, Maidstone, Reculver Marshes, 
Barden, Burham, Dartford, Conningbrook, Worth Marshes, Conyer, Sandwich 
Bay and Singleton Lake and up to eight Mandarins were seen at Benenden, 
Furnace Pond, Mote Park, Sandwich Bay, Godmersham, Marden, Hythe, 
Edenbridge, Seabrook, Penshurst Estate, East Peckham and Hayesden. 
 
Three Garganey were found at Swanscombe Marsh on Mar 22nd and 
subsequently up to nine were seen at Seaton, Higham Marshes, Shorne 
Marshes, Grove Ferry/Stodmarsh, Samphire Hoe, Reculver Marshes, Worth 
Marshes, Pegwell Bay, Elmley, Dungeness RSPB, Sandwich Bay, 
Swanscombe Marsh and DBO.  
 

 
Garganey by Mark Chidwick 

 

In addition to these records there was a notable arrival of birds on Mar 28th 
when 24 were counted in the Sandwich Bay recording area with three at Oare 
Marshes and DBO and two at Walmer and Swanscombe Marsh whilst 14 flew 
past DBO the next day. The male Ring-necked Duck first seen in December 
2018 was still present at New Hythe on Mar 20th and a Scaup flew past DBO 
on Apr 15th. 
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Ring-necked Duck by Terry Laws 

 
During March single Velvet Scoters flew past DBO on 6th, 18th and 30th with 
three there on 17th and three at Walmer Beach on 28th and two at Sandwich 
Bay on 31st. In April up to 18 were recorded from DBO and Mill Point. 
 
The male Smew first seen at Dungeness RSPB on Feb 2nd remained there until 
Mar 12th whilst during March up to 12 Goosanders were seen at Reculver, 
Hayesden, Beachborough Park and Swalecliffe with the final three at Bockhill 
on Apr 19th. 
 
PARTRIDGE TO CORMORANT____________________________________ 
During March and April as many as seven Black-throated Divers were reported 
from DBO, Kingsdown, Mill Point and Sandwich Bay with a peak of 14 past DBO 
on Apr 22nd and single Great Northern Divers were recorded at DBO, Samphire 
Hoe and North Foreland. 
 
An impressive 251 Fulmars flew W at DBO on Mar 15th.The first Manx 
Shearwater of the spring was seen at DBO on Apr 2nd. Away from Dungeness 
the only other records were of one at Mill Point on Apr 4th and another at 
Sandwich Bay on 27th.  
 
 
 
 


